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My LoRD, 

D EDICATIONS,' in general, are 

ſo fulſome and heavy, that they 
diſguſt even the perſons to whom they 
are addreſſed: As for me, I will not 
praiſe you, becauſe every one praiſes 
you: I have ſeen many countries ; 
and in every town where you have 
reſided, I have heard a repetition 
of the ſame elogiums on the good- 
neſs of your heart, the ſweetneſs 
of your manners, and the charms 


of your wit. The moſt reſpectable 
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and the moſt accompliſhed perſons 
| | were thoſe who praiſed you moſt. 
| I beg your Lordſhip to accept this 
| tribute as àa proof of my eſteem, and 
e r et Laws ih, en 
| ſincere attachment, and with: the moſt 
| profound reſpect, 
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I could TW ent to the is a two 
hundred letters; I offer them twenty, 
becauſe I thought I ſhould ſhew them 
more reſpect by publiſhing a hundred 
pages, which they might read twiee, 
than by Printing a thouſand, of Which 
they would never read half. As to 
agremens of ſtyle, none will be found, 
for it is an Engliſhman who writes: 
In a plain ſtyle will be found ſome 
ideas and truth. 
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The author paſſing through Potſdam 
ſeat this book td the King. His 
Majeſty honoured him with the 

| x: Apllowing anſwer. / 910 ftr 
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None eur de "Sherlock, * vous 2 
lie du ors” que b 3 bents de 
MPBtteger. Ii u trons Barbell quit 
idrite. Fe 2 re meme q de voie Jon 
autkur, | & oor Vous endes pour 
9. *tfet © cher Moi, demaili vers les 
61% heures avan midi. Ce fera M. 
General Major ®© comte de Goerts qui 
2 orare di bois y conduire A de vous 
preſenter, & ſur ce Je prie Dieu 
qu'il Vous ait, Monjfieur de Sherlock, 
en ſa ſainte & digne garde. 


Potſdam, ce 19 


Juiller, 1779. FREDERIC. 
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FROM AN 


ENGLISH TRAVELLER: 


LETTER, I. 
| BERLIN, OF. 10, 1777. 
HE King of Pruſſia is every 
where known as a great king, a 
great warrior, and a great politician; 
but he is not every where known as 
a great poet and a good man. Mar- 
cus Aurelius, Horace, Machiavel, and 
Cæœſar, have been his models, and he 
has almoſt ſurpaſſed them all. I have 
never heard of a human being that 
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was perfect; and this monarch alſo 
has his faults; but zake, him for all 
in all, he is the greateſt man that | 
ever exiſted, | 
At the 8 of his life he 
pfibliſhed his Anti-Machiavel, and this 
was one of the completeſt ſtrokes of 
Machiaveliſm that ever he made. It 
was a letter of recommendation of 
himſelf that he w rote to Europe at 
the inftant when he had formed the 
plan of, ſeizing Silehia.. 7 
To his: fubjects he. is the juſteſtof 
een ta has neighbours he 18 
the moſt dangerous of heroes; his 
neighbours ſhudder at him, his ſub- 
jects adore him. Ihe Pruſſians are 


they always ſtyle him. They ſpeak 
of him with the utmoſt: freedam, and 
> res at 


T 3 4 
at the ſame time that: they crititiſe 
ſeverely /ome'of his taſtes, they give 


him the higheſt elogiums. He was 


told that ſome: one had ſpoken ill of 
him. Ile aſked if that perſon had 
100,006 men? He was anſwered, No. 
© Very well,” ſaid the king, I can db 
nothing; if he had x00,000 men, 
© 1 would declare war againſt him.“ 

Of all the characters of the preſent 
age, that of this prince has been the 
moſt miſtaken; and the reaſon is, that 
two parts of his character have been. 
confounded, and only one judgement 
formed on two points, each of Which 
requires a ſeparate opinion. The King 
of Pruffia has occaſioned the death of 
ſome thouſands of men; and the King 
of Pruſſia is a merciful, tender, and 


compaſſionate prince. This ſeems a 


B 2 cContra- 


1 4 0 
contradiction; and it is a certain truth. 
He muſt firſt be conſidered as a con- 
queror, where it is not permitted to 
liſten to the voice of humanity. When 
[heroiſm is out of the queſtion, we 
muſt examine the man. it will be 
I daid that this is a ſubtlety. I deny it, 
* and appeal to hiſtory; What clemency 
[with more acknowledged than that of Julius 
| Ceſar? What conqueror has ſhed more 
blood? 22 AH toe 9, 
I own to you, chat, when I 1 
Praia I had ſome. prejudices againſt 
the king: theſe are the reaſons that 
made me change my opinion. 

He was forced to marry the queen; 
and though he has never lived with 
her, ſhe loves him, becauſe he has 
always treated her with reſpect, and 
bas always ſhewn her many little at- 

tentions. 


t 2 1 


tentions.” She has a palace at Berlin; 
and another at Schenhauſen, where 
ſhe paſſes the ſummer. ' Her court, 
which ſhe holds twice a week, is bril- 
liant and numerous, becauſe it is 
known that the king is pleaſed with 
the reſpect that is ſhewn her. She 
has ſome heſitation in her ſpeech; 
but ſhe is the beſt princeſs in the 
world, oa the king ors Her 
highly. - 1-23 IOL LIONS LO 4 
The INS Amelia is oppreſſed 
with infirmities' and years. She has 
loſt the uſe-of one arm and' the ſight 
of one eye. She has wit and an im- 
proved underſtanding; and the king 
never goes to Berlin for five hours 
but he paſſes three with his ſiſter. 
The following incident was related 


to me by her Royal Highneſs the 


B 3 reigning 
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reigning. Dutcheſs, of Brunſwick. 
While ſhe had the ſmall-pox, the 
king went to ſee her; ſhe was thought 

to be 1n great danger; he threw him- 
{elf on his knees by her : bed-ſide, 
kifled her hand, and bathed it wath 
tears. What a moment for a Rubens 
to paint the moſt formidable monarch 
in Europe paying this tribute of ſen- 
ſibility to a ſiſter whom he loved! 
And what a companion for the picture 
of Coriolanus t, at the inſtant when that 
haughty Roman was ſacrificing to an 
emation of tenderneſs his life, his 
glory, and his revenge! 


© F* Styled by Dr. Moore, in his late © View of 
Society and Manners in France,” &c. the King's 
favourite ſiſter. 


+ The king has beſpoke this pigure; and it 


is no almoſt finiſned by the celebrated Battoni 
at Rome. 1 


Man 


all 


NWS. 
Man is a difcontented animal; he 
loves to complain: the king's ſub- 
Jets complain of taxes, and I have 
never ſeen any ſubjects who do not 
complain of taxes. The Pruſſians 
complain leſs than any others, and 
the reaſon is evident: the govern- 
ment is even and ſteady, and the 
weight of the taxes does not alter, as 
in other countries; it is always the 
ſame. Men every where take plet- 
ſure i in ſpeaking ill of their ſovereign: 


God knows there never was a better 


king than ours, and his ſubjects ſpeak 
ill of him every day. To me there- 
fore it is a very, ſtrong proof that the 
Great Frederick. is good, that his ſub- 
jects ſay little ill of him, and much in 
his commendation. But here is ano- 
ther proof much ſtronger : he has never 
1 B 4 put 
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Nor has he any ſlippers, for as foon 


him and his military executioners ) 
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put a man to death; and when I 
tell you that he lives without guards, 
I fancy you will allow that to be a 
proof of his feeling inwardly that he 


LETTER II. 
| Bxkxlix. 
JLUTA R 0 H pe Shakſpeare have 
ſhewn great men in their night- 4 
caps and ſlippers. I cannot ſhew. you 
his Pruflian Majeſty in his night-cap, 1 
for he never wears one; he acquired 
a habit ! in his youth of ſleeping bare- 
headed in order to harden himſelf. 


by The author muſt doubtleſs mean in time 
of peace, by the civil ſword. In war, in battle, 
how many thouſands have been put to ded by 


/ 


as 


A 1 


as he leaves his bed he puts on his 
boots. It is known that he riſes at 


four, that he goes to bed at nine, 
that he procraſtinates nothing, that 


he is fond of jeſting, that he eats a 
great deal of fruit, that he plays on 
the flute every evening, that he 
paſſes moſt of his fie at Sans-ſouci 


in his. old boots, w_ that he hho 


Noe 


I ſaw: him three times; * two 
Ge were at the review at Potſdam; 3 


the ſun ſhone bright, and 40, ooo men 
were divided into two bodies to form 


a battle. An old general told me in 
the evening at ſupper at the Prince 


| Royal's, that, if I had been in an 


engagement, I ſhould not have had | 
ſo perfect an idea of a battle as that 


which I had received. To pretend 


to 


a 2 = 


10 3] 
to give you a deſcription of it would 
be as abſurd as impoſſible: read thoſe 
of Homer and Taſſo; all that they fay 
18 * r e this ſtanza: Sit 


In tanto ail kl, che ne celebi 3 
Va piu fempre avanzando, e in alto aſcende, 
L' arni pertete, e ne trae fianime, e 9 
Tremuli e chiari, onde le viſſe Mende. 
L“'aria par di feville intorna auumpi, 

Z quaſi d alto incendio in forma lend; 

E co Neri miriti il ſuons accorda 

Del ferro ſcaſſo, e le campagne afſorda. ' I. 73. 
Mean time the ſun above th' horizon gains 8 
The riſing circuit of th' ethereal plains; 
The poliſh'd arms reflect his dazzling light, 
And ſtrike with flaſhing rays the aching fight. 
Thick and more thick the ſparkling gleams aſpire, 
Till all the champain ſeems to glow with fire; 
While mingled ciamours echo through the meads, 
Theclaſh of arms, the neigh of trampling ſteeds, K 


Hoole. 5 


« * y 
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73. 


1 
Hut it is one of thoſe things which 
muſt be ſeen to have an idea of it. 
There are a thouſand circumſtances 
which produce an effect on the ſpec- 
tator, and none on paper. The inſtant 
of my ſeeing the enemy's army ap- 
pear at a diſtance (for that of the king 
was on the ground before my arrival) 


made a ſtrong impreſſion on me; and 


from that moment, at every ſtep which 
the two armies advanced towards each 
other, the expectation of the ſpec- 
tators was heightened, and the intereſt 
increaſed. The ſilence of their ap- 


' proach was Grecian“ . The king's 


party was defeated; and the order 
which he maintained in his retreat 
is inconceivable. In two hours there 
* O. by as 109 cy Ae eg Avio. Y a 
In ſolemn filence march'd the valiant Greeks. 


Bro 1 Was 


11 


was only ten minutes confuſion: near 
the hill where I ſtood, there was an 
eminence covered with trees, which 
commanded the field of battle; each 
party was deſirous of ſeizing this poſt, 
and ſome ſquadrons of cavalry came 
from both ſides full gallop, in ſilence, 
till the inſtant of their entering the 
wood; they then gave loud fhouts, 
and fought, with ſwords and piſtols ; 
freſh troops came from each fide. to 
their aſſiſtance, and all ſhouted. The 
vivacity of this moment is inexpreſ- 
fible. As I know nothing of the art 
military, I cannot give you the par- 
ticulars of any evolution; but the re- 
gularity and the quickneſs with which 
the Pruſſian ſoldier performs every 
7 thing, aſtoniſn the military of Ko 


other. nations. | . 1 ob 
9 25 The 
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The battle ended, the imagination 


fav theſe —_— of Tad: E 
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8 Di rotti yo 2 di troncato Pls 

Di ſpade ai petti, alle ſquarciate pance 
Altre confitte, altre par terra.;fleſe; 
Di corpi altri ſupini, altri coi volti, 

| Quaſi mordendo il ſuol, al ſuol rivolti. 


* Giace il cavallo al ſuo ſignore appreſſo; 


Giace il compagno appo il compagno eſtinto; 
Giace il nemico appo il nemico; e ſpeſſo 
Sul morto il vivo, il vincitor ſul vinto. 
Non v'? ? filenzio, e non v grido eſpreſſo; | 
Md odi un non ſo che roco, e indiſtinto, 
Fremiti di furor, mormori d' ira, $37 
Gemiti di chi langue, e di chi ſpira. 


XX. 30, 5r. 


O'eerſpread with ſhatrer'd arms the ground ap- 


Pears, 


And uſeleſs there are ſcatter'd o'er the field, 


1 


Gu 


Wich broken bucklers, and with ſbiver' d fac 
Here ſwords are ſtuck in hapleſs warriors kill'd, 


0 
It is a tradition among the Italian poets that this 


277 * coſt Taſſo ten months. 


Here, 
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| Here, on. their face, the breathleſs bodies lie; 


There turn their ghaſtly features to the ſky. - 


11> 2 ITE 


— 
— 


Beſide his lord the courſer vreſs'd chi i ; 
Beſide his ſlaughter'd friend the friend is flain: 
Foe near to foe; and on the vanquifh'd ſpread 
The vigor lies; the living on the dead! 
An undiſtinguiſh'd din is heard around, 
Mix'd is the murmur, and confus'd the PO 
The threats of anger, and the ſoldier's cry, 


The groans of thoſe that fall, and thoſe that die. 


Hoole. 
x + 4 


The Anzzgination, 1 fay, formed 
theſe pictures, and the heart congra- 
tulated itſelf that * were but ima- 
ginary. 

If I had great curioſity to ſee two 
armies engaged, I had much more 
to ſee the king. At length he came: 
he was not ſo tall as I expected; this 
circumſtance excepted, he anſwered 
all the ideas that I had 2 of him: 

2 _— his 


t ws I 


his, air and countenance. beſpoke, the 
king, the hero, and the man of ger 
nius. Thinking I could never ſee 
enough of him, I kept doſe to him 
all the way to Sans-ſouci. A great 
crowd followed him; ſome peaſants 
waited. to ſee him at the entrance of 
his palace, and cried, Long live the 
© king! He pulled off his hat ſeveral 
times to them. This was twice that 
he deceived me; the firſt time by his 
ſtature, the ſecond by his politeneſs; 


o1f3 


— 


LETTER il. 


. Beal 
RUE next oo there. was another 
battle: the manceuvres. were 

different; - but I did not underſtand 

them. Before I went ta, it IL viſited:the 
king's 


yp | 6 


i 16 1 

King's apartments. You go through 
the eating-parlour and the concert- 
room into the bed- chamber. I aſked 
the swiſs, Which was the king's 
chamber?” “ This.“ I expected a 
magnificent bed. There was a fine 
alcove at the end of the room, but 

no bed in it.— Where is the bed?” 
— There. Behind a little ſkreen, 
in a corner, was a ſmall bed, very 
narrow, with curtains of green ſilk; 
this was his. On the other ſide of 
the caſtle were ſeveral beds in the 
ſame taſte, then occupied by his ge- 
nerals. The carpet on which he ſteps 
when he gets out of bed, is very coarſe. 
There was another ſmall couch, where 
ſometimes a page ſleeps when the king 
is ill, and three or four tables covered 


with books and papers. 
I aſked 


1 
I aſked my conductor (a Swiß wit, 
who has lived eighteen years with his 
majeſty) © where was the king's ward- 
© robe?” He replied, * on his back *. 
- The laſt time of my feeing him 
was at Berlin, He came thither to 
receive the adieus of the Baron de 


_ Swieten, miniſter from their Imperial 


Majeſties, and to give audience to the 
new miniſter the Count de Cobenzlt. 


mn Dr. Moore has given a liſt of the king” 5 
cloaths; viz. two blue coats, faced with red, the 
living of one a little torn; two yellow waiſtcoats, 
a good deal ſoiled with Spaniſh ſnuff; three pait 
of yellow breeches, and a ſuit of blue velvet, em- 
broidered with ſilver, for grand occaſions.] | 

F I had not the honour of knowing this gen- 
tleman, as L-left Berlin two days after his arrival. 
But his couſin, the Count de Cobenzl, who at- 
tended the emperor in his travels, is one of the 
moſt amiable Nen characters in Ger- 
many. 
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The foreign miniſters, the perſons 
who were to be preſented, and the 
military, were all that were at court. 
We were ten Engliſh :/ the King ſpoke 
to the firſt and the laſt, not on ac- 
count of their ſituation,” but becauſe 
their names ſtruck him. The firft 
was major Dalrymple*: To him the 
king ſaid, © You have been prefented 
to me before? —“ J aſk your ma- 


“ jeſty's pardon: It was my uncle.” 


Mr. Pitt was the laſt. The king, 
Are you a relation of lord Chatham? f 
« Yes, Sire.“ He is a man whom I 
highly eſteem.” 

He then went to the foreign 1 mi- 
niſters, and talked more to prince Dol- 
goroucki, the Ruſſian ambaffe ador,than 


* Author of Travels through Spain 4 and 


Portugal | in 1774.“ | 
9 I — to 


T tv 1 


to any other. In the midſt of his 
converſation with this- prince, he 


turned abruptly to Mr. Elliot, the 


Engliſh miniſter, and aſked him the 


name of the ducheſs of Kingſton. 


This tranſition was leſs Pindaric than 


It appears he had juſt been ſpeaking 8 


- . 
” rf — 
934 


of the court of Peterſburg, and * 
27 was 1 chere. 7988 


"LETTER Is, 
1 Bam ein BERLIN. 
HERE never was a fat ſoldier 
ſeen in any country ; but the 
king of pruſſia has not a fat ſerjeant. 


A profound knowledge of the cecono- 


my of finance is one of the points in 
which this prince excells; it is alſo 
e C 2 one 


-_— —__— 


— — — - — — — — 
— _ — 
— 
r "Xs . 
. * 
9—— —_ - 93 — = ——— I NI * 1 
— — — _— — — — pe — —_ — — — 2 — — — — — 
2 7 v . 2 
- — —— > SI — _ — = - — — te bo a es — Lt — - 
> © 3 — 4 ——— — . — mY — — — — - — —— — — — - 
— — — — — —— — — — > — — — 2 — 1 
— 
— — — 2 
* 
— — 


— — 


. — . — IP ——_—_—_— — 
— 


. m ̃ —-U ˙·ü —é R noo HIT eu gr ey 


* — — — _ 
— „42 „ . Ä——ᷣ—̃ ĩ 5 
— * * 1 _ 
< — + - — * 
— — — „ — — - 
Sa - ” — 8 3 3 o — — . 
- — - - 
— — . 
_—_ on 
_ 


—— 


—— — 


L 


20 ] 


one of the reaſons why his troops ſel- 
dom grow fat. The money: which 
other ſovereigus expend on miſtreſſes, | 
pomp, hunting-parties, &c. he em- 
ploys on things that are neceſſary, and 


in rewarding merit. During the time 


that I was at Berlin, the artillery, was 
exerciſed for a fortnight: an officer of 


that corps told me, that there was 
conſumed every day 100 louis d'ors 


worth of gunpowder. The king is 


Not laviſh of his bounties ; but his ge- 


neroſity to general Leſchwitz, to the 


widow of colonel Quintus“, and to 


many other perſons of merit, is well 


2 Ig A favourite officer whom the king ro- 


maniſed (we cannot ſay chriſtened) by the name 


of Quintus Icilius, on account of his OR 


knowledge of the Greek and Roman tactics. 
real name was Charles Guilcua: SIP 


known. 


8 ſo! 9 


E 
known. Every officer with whom 
you converfe will give you ſome freſh 
inſtance of the liberality of his maſter; 
I am fond of my ſubject, and I could 
write to vou a long time of the Great 
Frederick; but after relating a little 
anecdote, I will ſay a word of His 
poetry, and nes we will en to 
Dreſden. e 24, 

- /7Pwo. "ew after my return EP 
potſclam, Connt's * #4, a French tra- 
veller, who ledged at my hotel, afxed 
my leave to vifir me. We talked of 
the city, of the mancuvres, of the 
king. At ten Oclock at night he 


F000 We, FE CO 8 
entered my Apartment :—* My dear 


friend fad he, (he had ſeen me for 
half an hour that morning) I. Am 


c⸗ome to take leave of you. — — Why 


«The king has Juſt requeſted 
C 3 me 
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© me to quit the town, and I know. not 
© the reaſon, unleſs it be, that when I 
© walk the ſtreets, I take the plan of 
© any building that ſtrikes me. —“ Has 
&« the king ſaid any thing particular of 
* you?” No, replied he briſkly, 
© he has ſaid nothing ill of me, but 
he thinks the more; .I have ſent 


£ for horſes, and I ſet out in half an 


hour“ „But,“ ſaid I, I do not ſee 
the neceflity of your ſetting out in 4 
« night like this” (it rained violently); 
&.you-may. wait till to-morrow.” « Par- 
don me, replied he, his majeſty 


may change his mind, to-morrow 


perhaps he may requeſt me to ſtay ®* .? 
This foreigner was not known by any 
one, not even by his own miniſter; he 
e was apprehenſive of being ſent to Span- 
VT 
I 85 ſeemed 


T 8 F 


nb 


Jeemed well educated, and was: about 
Forty. 1 Denueime en 9H 7 | iq 

When a poet has a a of 
nas and of expreſſion, every time that 
Webread him we diſcover new beau- 
ies: this is the caſe with Horace and 
with the king of Pruſſia. There is not, 
mot certainly, an author in the French 
language who has more thoughts, or 


more vigargus thoughts, than this 


Prince. All his productions ſpring 
from a ſtrong, and brilliant imaginar 
tign, always regulated by a ſalid. jndgy 
ment, Which, in my opinion, conſtit 
tutesſthe perfection of genius. £311 
An all his, works the moſt Mage 


philoſophy and the profoundeſt mor 


rality are blended with the moſt 
poignant wit and the happieſt ſallies. 
When his ſubjects admit of it, his 

C 4 ſtyle 


Ayle is no leſs poignant than em- 
phatical. He has emulated Horace, 
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and he has been able to equal him 
even in his beſt pieces; for in many 


reſpects the Pindar of the North would 


be diſhonoured by comparing him 
with the Latin poet. Horace has not 
2 more fincere admirer than myſelf, 
but there” are many of his works 

which I canfiot read without difgult. 


One cannot find a *fingle middling 


compoſition of the King-Poet; and ne 
enthuſiaſt of Horace will deny chat 
he has many. One cannot find in 
this prince any mean or indecent 
paſſage; Horace abounds with things 
that are vulgar and offenſive, © You 
will anſwer, that the ſouls of the 


Monarch and of Horace were different, 


they education different, and their 
ſituations 


Wo 
ſituations in life different; this con- 
firms my aſſertion. I will not always 
determine in favour of his verſifica- 
tion; but in ſtrength and vivacity of 
colouring Rubens does not de 
him. 


He has written an epiflle on Tha- 
velling*, in order to prevent the young 


Germans from going to ruin them- 
ſelves at Paris and London; in theſe 
three verſes he ſpeaks of one of thoſe 
. + at his return: 


! 1 


[* Addreſſed to Count Rottembourg.] + 
I cannot help here mentioning a ſtory: Which 


| 1 N. at Paris of a young German traveller. 


He had been told that the Venetian ambaſſador 
was to make his entry at 22 and that it was a 
magnificent ſight: he flew to Verſailles, he ar- 
rived at the chapel- door, from whence he ſaw 
ibe chancellor coming out in a long blue mantle: 
he aſks his neighbour, Pray, Sir, is that cardi- 
* nal in blue the Venetian ambaſſador n his 
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page breathes the love of humanity. 


18 7 


i he flupitle qui il fut, il of devenu füt, 

+ 1 £1 ſouant ſeſourdi. ſans po xdisiamais Petrgy, + 

en ſerene Godin gi det Pet weite, 
From ſtupjd4dalt he grows an errant fool, a 577 
* Aging, not. being, a blunderhead complete, 
The waggith dunce at length becomes a fop. 


How ts e 
than one does this portrait repreſent] 
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BERLIN, 


IGHT and heat are every where 
80 qiffuſed through. the works of 
the philoſopher of Sans- ſouci. In two 
large volumes of his poetry there FO 
not one barren page; and what makes 


them truly precious is, that every 


I 


[ 
F 7 


I foreſee your objections; and J again 
demand one opinion for war, and 


another for peace. No man ever 
knew the human heart better than 
Shakſpeare; ; no man ever drew a 
character better. This i is what he 
puts into the mouth of an amiable 
hero; "19 250 


In peace there's nothing ſo becomes 4 a man 
As gentleneſs and mild humanity; 


* 


: But when the blaſt of war blows in our ears, 
Let us be Figers, in our fierce deportment. 


en V. 
e Lou would think that Shakſpeare 
f meant: to peaks of the king of Pruſſia, 
i Read his odes on War and on tbe 
75 roubles of ihe North, and ten judge 
$ 


of the poet, and the man: 


10 1431 44 
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{When will thy frantic rage, with ruthleſs "_ 
Bellona, ceaſe to deſolate the land? 
Why do we fee on every plain and 4004. 
Such torrents laviſh'd of heroic blood? | Ty 
Oter all therearth, with unrefiſted way, 
Sword, fixe; gonfuſion, plunder, famine; reign, 
Nor can the boundleſs ocean aught ſurvey 
But wrecksof ſhips deſtroy'd, andcorſesof the 4g 


Say, does this fiend, with front of braſs endued; 
Of blood inſatiate, though with blood imbraed;- 
This fiend of war, the world in fetters hold, 
Only to range and waſte it uncontroul'd? 
Old Charon's wherry ſuch enormous weight 
Ne'er yet fuftain'd, nor were the fatal ſheers 
So oft employ'd, of unrelenting Fate, 
To ſnap the vital threads that hold our warriors 
years. | 
Inhuman Diſcord, red with carnage, ſhakes - 
Her flaming torch, and irritates her ſnakes, :/. 
And, fond of chaos, with eternal ſtrife 
_Embroils all nature, and imbitters life: 
Man's erring ſteps rom gulph to gulph ſhe leads, 
| And death, def pair, and treaſon, all thecrimes 
Which follow and: avenge ſuch cruel deeds; 
O Eripread with cypreſs all our elan climes. ] 


What 


dz 


29 1 


What tranſports ſeize my ſoul! what ſudden fires! 
Some god my ſenſes ſteals, ſome god inſpires; 
ITis Phœbus' ſelf, his heav un- born genius deigns 
To teach my feeble voice immortal ſtrains. 


Let all the world an awful ſilence keep, 
Ye kings, ye people, liſten to my lay, 
And let awhile your frantic fury ſleep, 


To hear the truths I ſing, to hear them and obey. 
Bo judges : of mankind, their gods by birth, 


Ye proud oppreſſors of this wretched earth, 
Though by your hands dire thunderbolts are 
thrown, 


| Though in _ ok theſe captive people 


gran; 
Reſtrain the rigour of reſiſtleſs force: 
\ Theſe are your children, feel what ines 


feel : | 
From all cheir boſoms, ſtabb'd without remorſe, 


Streams your own vital flood, and, ſtains the mur- 


d'rous ſteel. | 
As. a good ſhepherd, i and wife, _ 


Defends his darling flack, with watchful eyes, 


From the wolf's ra venous ia with gore üm- 
brued, 
Or the fierce lion, vrowling for his PR 


[Mr. Sherlock bas quoted only the four following 
ftanzas; but the tranſlator has given the whole ode. } 


When 


| 1 5 


When from the wood the: tyranc flies, their 
TERED EOS Ane Fu 
——— they foundly lleep or ſafely feed, 
And though his vs je with Arms} band he 
en: 1 77 
Yet neer beneath his knife the Ty ridims 
bleed. | 
A tender monarch, like this ſhepherd ſwain, 
Humane in counſels, in deſigns humane, 
For public good alone prolongs his days, 
And counts his years by deeds deſerving ptaiſe: 
Wreaths ſtain'd with blood he nobly (corns to 
wean” © | 
But to his virtues future Buer ies ; 
Such was that ancient, that heroic pair, 
AvREL1vs, Tirus thus to deathlefs honours roſe. 


[ Abhorr'd be theſe inteſtine wars, theſe brands 
So widely ſcatter'd by Ambition's hands: 
See! all the univerſe in ruins lies; | 
Earth is a tomb of vaſt ſtupendous ſize : 
What tragic ſcenes this theatre difgrace ! 
Europe againſt her ſons, with ſtep-dame hate, 
Leads forth-aſtoniſh'd Aſia's powerful race, 


To urge with ſpeedier courſe the direful wor k of 
; fate. | 15 


Barbarians 


* 


etr _ , Barbarians ſwarming from Siberia's coaſts, 
Aſſaſſins nurs'd amidſt eternal froſts, 
d, Caſpians and Tartars, join'd i in dread array, Zh 
he 1 ſee, retain'd in Dutch and German“ pay-: 
This ſavage rage what Dæmon can inſpire! 
mg Eorope no more your fury can ſuſtain, 


With fierce diſſenſion other worlds to fire, 
* A haſt for fighting fields tranfports you o'er the 
main. ö b 
From your brighe manſion in yon azure ſky, - 
Goddeſs on whom for bliſs we all rely, | 
0 8 long deſir'd, deſcend, O lovely Peace! 
Cloſe Janus? dreadful gates, bid Diſcord ceaſe; 
All intereſt, en ry, baniſh; and reſtore 
. To, worth, to arts, that fame, that life they 
OX want; - 
Then we, amidſt our leuſels ſtam d with gore, 


e. 


ls 
Thy myrtles and thy olives joyfully will plant. 
His Art of ar is his maſter-piece, 
and the longeſt of his works. You 
1 will there find the moſt OE images, 
F f The author might with ak more 8 haye 
ald Britiſh! This ſeems to fix the date of the ode to 
the year 1748, when the Ruſſians were aden! ty 
nen which haſtened the peace. ] 
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the boldeſt and moſt jndiviows! meta- 
Phors, a pencil always manly, always 


majeſtic, and an impetuoſity in the 


ſtyle which is irreſiſtible. 

When one thinks of all the proofs | 
which this prince has given, in War 
and in politics, of the fertility of his 
imagination, and of the ſolidity of his 
Judgment; when one remembers that 
he has always fed his mind with the 
moſt perfect productions of the anci- 
ent philoſophers and poets; and when 
we know that he has added to this 
whatever could be found in the ſociety 
of the moſt enlightened men and the 
firſt wits of his age; we ſhall nolonger 
be aſtoniſhed at the variety of merit 
that -is found in his compoſitions, 
Accept, great king, theſe juſt enco- 


miums; I ſhould not have fo bighly 


applauded 


11 


a- applauded your talents, if 1 were not 
ys. full 7 perſuaded of the goodneſs of 
1e your heart. | 


Repair Pele our, FS TINS merit; 


fs Je le doit d ton nom, comme & la veriti. 
ar (AN VO ACTA Art de la Guerre, 
18 Receive this pure applauſe, this homage due 
is To your great name, becauſe I know "Us true. 
at 
"Read his Epiſtle to his Sifter of 

* 
Bapeith, on ber Umeſs, and ſee whe- 
1— 

ther every verſe does not flow from 
1 one F | 
A a tender and feeling heart. 
18 
ty * It will be faid that there are faults 
9 in his poetry; I leave them for the 
1 Zoiluſes to point out; and 1 ſhall 


17 cloſe my letter with his addreſs to 
young ſoldiers at the concluſion: of 
= his Art of Mar. bee 


r 14 1 
Si votre cæur aſpire. 2 la ſublime gloirgs , 


Sac hex vaincre, et fur: tout uſer de la victoire. 7 
"Ts plus grund def Rumalid, par "fer uch # divert, E 
Le jour gu's ſon pouvoir il ſoumit Iuuiuems, 14 
Sauva ſes ennemis dans les champs de Pharſales 
Voyez: d Fontenop, Lov is hut Pame toute; 
Douce dans ſes furces, - ſoulage les waintus, * 
C'eſt un Dieupienfaiſant dont ils ſont ſecourus; 
Ils baiſent en Pleuraut la main qui les de ejarme, 
'Sa valeur les Humer, /a elemence les charme,. 
Dans Ie ſein des furcurs la Fonté trotrve lieu, 
Si vaincre eft d'un Heros, pardonner eſt d'un Dieu. 


o heights of glory if your "heaft aſpires, 
= Know how toit6nquer; ant mo conqueſt oſe:· 

The greateſt, moſt ſucceſsful. + Roman chjefy 
On that fam'd day when he ſybdu'd the world, 
Sav'd ev'n his foes in- dire Phatfatia's field. 

ek Lewis with, equal n mind at Fontengy, 71 
Mild in ſucceſs, bis vanquiſh'd foes conſoles; 

Like a goo tfeity his aid he gives: N. Og 
i With Kring bathe . that Has. diſ- 
His ow conquers, and bis mercy ek 2 
2 Wich Poodnels war's dire horrors he allays * * 
Heroes may vanquiſh, but. is God forgives. 


* Comme politique, ecrivain, et conquerant. 
— As a politician, a writer, and a conqueror. 


LETTER 
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TUE. « — of md is very 
1 beautiful, the city of Dreſden 
very pretty, and the court one of the 
moſt amiable in Germany; ſtrangers 
no where receive greater civilities: the 
women are mild, lively, and witty; 
the climate is fine; the environs plea- 
ſant; the fare delicious: it is indeed 
a charming country, and the Saxens 
would be too happy if they had not 
a hero for their neighpour. Ah! 
dreadful is the: neighbourhood of, a 
hero or a volcano! The ſituation of 
Dreſden reſembles that of Portici; 
and the inhabitants tremble at a me- 
mace of Frederick, like theſe of Por- 
tici at a xumbling of Veſuvius. An 
oy own D 2 old 
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old woman ſpoke to me of the bom- 
bardment of the city in the laſt war, 
with the fame horror of recollection, 
and almoſt in the fame terns; a8 ah 
old man at Portiei ſpoke to me of 
the terrible eruption in 1 763. 97 
Nothing gives fo perfect an image 
of war as the lava. Imagine 4, rieh 
country covered with vines, paſtries, 
Aid corn: burſts forth a torrent ef fre, 
and in an inſtant the oſthrilliant land- 
feape is changed into the moſt diſmal 
picture that nature ea preſent. Ie 
is the hiſtory of an eruption of Ve- 
Tuvius: it is that of the nn ns 
on fire by Turenne. 01 

Travellers ir 8 make wb 
fort a ſtay at Dreſden, and they are 
hey the aa It is a country * 


22 


1 len, neminiſſ horrer. © © w_ 
— intereſting 


1 * 1 
intereſting to all who are fond of 
natural hiſtory, pictures, and the 
beauties .of nature of every kind. 
If the Pruſſians are the Macedonians 
of Germany, the Saxons are its Athe- 
nians. I have ſcarcely ſeen. a coun- 
try where there is more taſte, or 
more chearful and agreeable ſociety. 

It is at the Vatican that we. learn 
to admirethe maſter-pieces of Raphael; 
it is at Dreiden that we learn ta. value 


the pictures of Corregio. Raphael is 


almoſt univerſally acknowledged as 
the monarch of the pictureſque king- 
dom. A conſular government would 


Pleaſe me better; I would wiſh him 


to have | Corregia for his colleague, 


41 know that I ſhall have all the demi- 


congoifleurs againſt me, and J will 
tell them the reaſon; either they 
D 3 have 
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1 38 1 
have not ſeen the moſt beautiful 
paintings of this maſter, or they have 
ſeen them ſuperficially. His beſt 
works are at Parma and Dreſden, and 
theſe are two cities that the traveller 
ſees poſt. He paſſes three mornings 
perhaps in this gallery; he wiſhes to 
ſee every thing, and conſequently ſees 
nothing. It is the ſame repetition 
at Parma; and then he arrives at 
Rome. In all the companies where 
he goes, when painting is the ſub- 
ject, he hears no one named but Ra- 
Phael. If a foreigner-1 mentions Cor- 
regio, the Romans ſay, - that he has 
great merit; but they do not feel what 
they ſay; for they have only ſeen ſome 
indifferent pictures of his that are: at 
Romè: theſe pictures they compare 


| =_ the me ace of. Raphael; 


8 Ol | and 


T 29 1 


ad pott dy Tlouefs Their Infefende. 


The truth 48% that they= efteerm"Cof- 
regio as many modern -fhils{ophets 
-adote. Newtoiyy\by-heariſay./' To de- 
termine right, the Ny ſhould be 
placed beſide the Thonsfouretion;; the 
Magdalen t, or the Venus, by tlie 
Galatea; the St. Ferom, the St. George, 
„A dB 0P9- o [55 dg T2: fog 
. -- [* The famous Nette di Corregio, a. a: fe 
is in the duke's palace at Modena: It is fo far 
a night-piece'as that /all- the light of the picture 
flows from the infant, who, ſeems perfectly to 
© great; numbers of others. HA {1 
The late general Guiſe, equally famous for 
his oaths and':his/connoifleucthip;; uſed to ſwear 
that ibis picture alone would illuminate a dark 
room. , © N 7 4 $ 1% $a *%# 99139 oy 
I This is alſo at Modena. It is a Magdalen 


lying alone and reading, wich her head raiſed up 


FF 


_ ] and ſupported by her right hand. It is/ maſt 


_Highty finithed, but rather over labgured. This 
famods pictꝭ re ig cloſeted up, and when' te 5 
24s; brozjght forth Wich great ſpiemmzy. 1 
[f_ An ineſtimable picture in the poſſeſſion, 
Sie Wilhan Hamlin} 0! bas e oils 


Sr oiled D 4 or 


T 4 40 J 


*.. 


or the Sr. Sebaſtian, beſide the Sr 
of Athens, and the other Pictures of 
the Vatican, 

The Romans are. 1 * Wahre 
of painting; they determine well of 
certain parts. In every thing rela- 
ting to compoſition and deſign. their 
judgment is ſure; and in thoſe two 
points Raphael has no equal. As 
to colouring they know little of it: 
accuſtomed to conſider Raphael as 
a perfect model, they think his co- 
louring alſo perfect; but che falſhood 
of this idea is too notorious. for me 
to. mention it. I do. not pretend to 
talk of painting like an artiſt; but 1 
have ſtudied pictures much, and 1 
mall always think that one of the 


Firſt objects of painting is to deceive 


the eye, and to make. the ſpectator 
pelieve 


14 


Ta? 


believe that the figures Which are 
on the canvaſs are not there; in this 
Part of the art Corregio is unrivalled. 
The magic of his pencil abſolutely 
detaches his figures from the cloth; 


ſoftneſs * ta which no painter has 
ever approached: - Nothing can be 
farther from my thoughts than to 
detract from the merit of Raphael; 
it is hog. well eſtabliſhed; and if 1 
could prove that he had none, I 
do not ſee that this would add to 
the reputation of Corregio. All that 


Jaſk is to be allowed that there are 


wa fine eyes and two ne eyes; 


which travellers will not allow, for 
"ne reaſon that 1 have tention, 


55 * 22 10 Erbe anti in Jealian 
k = their 


T 42 1 


their having formed their taſte at 
Rome, where Corregio is not known. 
We ſhall have another reaſon fur 
extolling Corregio, when we com- 
pare his ſituation with that of Ra- 
phael. Poor and unconnected, he 
lived in a ſmall town, where he had 
no maſter but his genius, no model 
but nature, no attendants but the 
Grades, and the neceſſity of procur- 
ing bread for his family, to incite 
him. Behold Raphael at Rome, pa- 
tronized by the ſovereign, courted 
(in conſequence) by princes and car- 
dinals, hoping to become a cardinal 
: himſelf, ſurrounded by the works of 
the Greeks, and by great axtiſts his 
rivals, who, by their criticiſms, at 
once ſtimulated and improved him. 
bat advantages over the poot and 
als 4 amiable 


Ld 


1 . 
amiable Corregiol whe was obligett 
to go on: foot to Partia, carrying on 
his back thoſe cbef d'oemures of which 
one at! preſent ne the e 
2\0abinet; 5/7 75019200 err H,ů i 

No painter ever' delighed l like Ra- 
— no paintEr knew the clair- 
obhſcur to well as Corregio: Raphael 
is always correct and noble; 'Corregia 
has often: negligences: Raphael took 
many ideas from the ancient ſtatues 
and bas-rehefs; Corregio pillaged only 
nature: Raphael has all the majeſtic, 
Corregio all the amiable, graces. The 
queſtion cannot be decided; Raphael 
is Juno with the girdle of Venus; 
m is Venus herſelf. 

There is a ſaying of this painter 
which has always pleaſed me: The 
Palognelp had defired Raphael to-paint 

: them 


[ 4 ] 
them s pidture; hh gave them the 
celebrated St. Cecilia . The. fame of 
this work kronghtCorregio to Bologna 
to ſec it j after gazing on it for half an 
hour in a profound ſilence, he ſaĩd, An 
{ too am a painter.“ Yes,' enchanting 
artiſt, you might well ſay ſo; and while 
men truſt their eyes and feelings, 
many will he of your opinion, This 
the man. It is a ſuperior genius who 
ſees without jealouſy the maſter · piece 
of a contemporary, who dares to da 
him juſtice, and who, at the: ſang 
time, ſenfible of his awa merit, ex- 
claims with a noble and madeſt ime 
plicity, x And I have alfa talents 
* "This picture is in the church of St. Giovanni 
in Monte. The Saint, enraptured with the har- 
mony of a choir. of angels, daſhes all her muſical 


inſtruments againſt the ground. .. Keyfer.} 
meas © | This 


a 


This ſtruck Monteſquity-in"the fut 
manner: When I have ſben *, fays 
«he, what ſo many great l men ii 
% France, in England md in Ger- 
« many, have writ before ine, I have 
* deen im admiration, but I Have not 
* loſt my courage; o, is am u 
10 Pointer „ OE With Dorre- 


: TIT! * Dr: 2 Þ 
. e Di il. 1 a 


7.» q ; 4b ene 


AA £93122 ir _ SO 
411 i LETTER! 10889 2417 96 
RSG, % f 1 wap Mick 3 1. 
O rick is the nitverſe 3 
delights?” How: matiy pleaſures 
1 | 
tray 4 vitttions and prudent man en- 
oy in nis travels! If His view de to 
ek for ne and enligftened cha- 


| '» 3 to t rt of Lem, «7 i 
-F aac pittorr. R 


_ racters, 
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vacters, he Will ſindithem every Where: 
ang if he knows how to value them; 
they; yall;receiver him well. - Vienna 
bas its beautiful, ſides; the national 
character is good, : and thoſe whoſe 
education is the leaſt: cultivated; may 
there be ſafely truſted. Its air is 
bealthy,: Aharp, dry, and very cold: 
The ideas which moſt ſtrike foreighers 
are the affability of the court, the 
magnificence of "the entertainments, 
and the beauty of the fair ſex. Three 
days pr, my arrival.I was at a, ball, 


\ » > 


where th 15 Were Tren Jun lagi 


i: £2 


and dance. well. „Ine beſt 9 


kf? th Tn 1115 7 


Was th t counteſs Dirheim. : She. is, - 


/ 3s 


canoneks, nd the moſt; þ beautiful ca- Ca 


7. 2. 45 ww ;- 4 4 


noneſs 2 ever wWas. of all the 
perſons I have ever Teen, ſhe is, at 
rl . firſt 


L. 4 I 


eres ¶ firſt-fight the HASH whining 
em; ¶ could find only one fault“ ir Her, and 
nna that. fault 1 is 2, ſmall Ohe, If. 1 
al a poet, I would here drawer picbure; 

10ſe but Arfoſto has done it 18 His 


ns 21! 2 flos 1 


nay Alcinaz, 71 | 11300) gion booomg 2nd mort 
18 Di perſona ern eee o mint 2647 
ol d Quanto me' finger ſan pittori deer, ry 
1Ers A ſhape whglqlike in wax ttrere Hard to frame, 
me 2 7 ff Pe f By 


Ata, vou never faw f Preity aH, 
this ſtänza [ems mide bfr pti Roſc 


to paint i 22201500 ad bas erh 


Sotto quel , f raid , „st 
La beg  Sparja di nato: cimον,,ẽỹRbẽe .. 
Vuve due Ale on d di ber ie Nn ; 1 
Che chiude ed apre ine bello de dolce Fn : 
Nuinũi eſcon le corte pile 910M eK 


Da render molig gnieοr Torr earn; 13 10 
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Cusjon'd to which in due aud comely ſpade: 


Doth ſtand che ren ſtain d with vermillign. 
hue, 
'Two rows of pretious my fervs, in ther Plate 
Tuo ſhew and ſhut a lip righi fait to tien: 
Hence come the cqurieous words; and full of grace, 
Tuhat mollify hard hearts, and make them new: 
From hence proceed thoſe ſmilings ſweet and nice, 
That ſeem to mate an —_—_— Paradiſe, 6 
Harrington. 


he Princeſs Charles Lichtenſtein, 
me counteſs Paar, and the Princeſs 
Lignoſki, are the three prettieſt women 
is. Germany : the Gounteſs Wurm; 
brand, and the Counteſs Buquoy, at 
Vienna, and the «Counteſs Loſs at 
Dreſden, are-the three fineſt German 
women I haye ſeen. Perhaps there 
is a more beautiful head than that 
of the Counteſs of Wurmbrand in 
Paradiſe, but on earth there certainly 
is not. . 


As 


As 


* 


I 
As to wit, the Counteſs Bergen has 
unqueſtionably the moſt; the Coun- 


refs Degenfield, wife of the Dutch 


envoy, is highly accompliſhed and 
amiable; and the Baroneſs of Rhei- 
ſhach has as much real merit as I have 
ſeen in my travels, a great deal of 
wit, an improved underſtanding, and 

a good heart; ſhe is a charming woman 
in every ſenſe of the word. Wen 
You will ſee in Prince Kaunitz a 
ſuperior genius, and one of the greateſt 
men of the age. He gives a moſt gra- 
cious reception to the Engliſh, and 
has ſome of them every day at his 
table. His houſe is open every even- 
ing, and there you Will always find 
part of the diplomatic body, which 
is here very numerous and reſpec- 
table. Monſeigneur Gerampi, the 
E Pope's 


1 


Pope's Nuncio, is full of good- nature 
and erudition. He is much beloved 
at Vienna and at Rome, and with rea- 
ſon. There is not an Engliſnman, 
160 U or any man who ſpeaks truth, who 
— 4 paſſes through Vienna, without doing 
ll | i | Juſtice to Sir Robert Keith. He is 
1 indiſputably one of the firſt geniuſes 
in Europe: his ſoul and his under- 
ſtanding appear in his eye; it is a 
. clear, quick, penetrating, firm eye. 
993 18 Few men pofleſs like. him the ſecret 
% of pleaſing every one. 

The houſhold of the Baron de Bre- 
teuil is roy ally eſtabliſhed. We were 
five and twenty Engliſh, and this 
ambaſſador invited us all every week 
of the Carnaval to a ball and a ſup- 
per. There were, always more than 
200 perſons, excellent cheer, French 
wines, 


we 


1 


wines, Tokay, &c. &c, There is no 


houſe here more agreeable than his. 
No idea, I confeſs, has given me more 


_ offence, in many young travellers of 
different nations whom I have met, 


than that of not doing juſtice to per- 
ſons of diſtinguiſhed merit. This 
mode of acting appears to me baſe 
and unworthy of a man well born, 
even if thoſe perſons were unknown 
to us; but it is the height of in- 
gratitude to ſpeak ill of thoſe who 
have ſhewn us civilities, to diſown 
their favours, or even to be ſilent 
when an occaſion offers of ſpeaking 
of them. 

Vienna is perhaps the beſt city in 


Europe to teach a young traveller the 


manners of the great world: at his 


arrival he will be introduced into all 


E 2 the 


„ it, 9 
Noch 1.1 „ 
1108 
it 


&l; 1 
: þ 
7 [1 


EE ov 3 


the beſt houſes; and if he ts an Eng- 
liſhman, he will meet with the moſt 
flattering reception, becauſe Sir Ro- 
bert Keith, whois univerſally eſteemed, 
accompanies him every where; but 
every foreigner is well received, eſpe- 
cially by the ladies, who are very well 
bred, and extremely amiable. 
You will afterwards be entertained 
according to your deſert; if you are 
fimple in your manners, and noble 
in all your proceedings, you will be 
enchanted with Vienna; and if, when 
you leave the country, you do not 
make its elogium, you will be your 


own ſatiriſt. 


eee 31 eee 


11 


ben r E R VII. 

0 ki li! |  Vrexna, 
HERE are —_ a German 
theatre and an Italian one, 
both bad. There is only one woman 
who has merit. Though ſhe has 
neither beauty nor air, ſhe plays 
with ſuch judgment, and has ſuch 
expreſſion in her looks, her actions, 
and her cadence, that ſhe even in- 
tereſts thoſe who are A 
With the language. | 

You will here ſee ſome angular 
fights; the procefſion of the knights 
of the golden fleece is ſuperb; the 
Hungarian guards, who come to court 
on Newyears-day, are the moſt bril- 


liant troop in Europe; but the moſt 


* La Sacco. Z 
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ſtriking fight, and which is really 
beautiful, is the courſe of traineaux. 


'The Archdutcheſs of Milan, the Arch- 


dutcheſs Mary-Elizabeth, and the Prin- 
ceſs Schwarzenberg, were conducted 
by the Archduke of Milan, the Arch- 
duke Maximilian, and Prince Albert of 


Saxony: they were followed by twenty- 


five ladies, all in crimſon velvet with 


a very broad gold lace; the dreſſes of 


the knights were of a ſKy- blue velvet, 
laced like thoſe of the ladies. There 
were ſome equipages that coſt a thou- 


ſand guineas. On each ſide of the 


horſe were two running-foot-men, 
dreſſed with an elegance ſuitable to 
the equipage. 

This is one of the happy: moments 
in the life of a Vienneſe lady; it is 


the moment in which ſhe makes the 


moſt 


1 } 


Ily moſt pompous diſplay of her: riches 
*. and of her charms. Embelliſhed with 
h- all her graces, her head ſtudded with 


diamonds, her boſom uncovered, ſhe 
ſeems a Venus in her car; and know- 
ing that ſhe is the object of the ad- 
miration of ſome thouſands of per- 
ſons, ſhe ſhews the ſatis faction of her 
heart by a perpetual ſmile. In every 
country the fair go dreſſed to public 
places to be ſeen*: but here the 
-women make the ſhow ;:- and the 
-pleaſure with which this idea inſpires 
them is ſo lively, that it makes them 
entirely forget the -rigours of the ſea- 
ſon. It is not ſo with the poor knight; 
having no enjoyment, but that of ad- 
miring his fair-one's chignon, he 
periſhes with cold: in fact men have 
—#. Spectatum [ornate ] veniunt, ſpeFentur ut ipſcæ. 
E 4 been 


fs 1 


been frequently obliged to retire be- 
fore the expiration of thefe two hours, 
on account of the ſeverity of the cold; 
but no woman was ever known to 
cooaplain, Oft 1. 
The : courſe. begins in the: great 
* before the Imperial palace; 
they take ſeveral turns there, and 
after traverſing the principal ftreets 
of the city, they return thither to 
finiſh; it. The ground of ſnow, on 
Which this moving picture winds, re- 
lie ves its ſplendor extremely, and makes 
the ſight the richeſt and / moſt n 
that can be conceived. | 
But the fight that gives a atk 
the moſt pleaſure at Vienna, is that 
which he ſees in the anti- chamber 
of prince Kaunitz, once a week, after 
dinner: it is a concourſe of all the 
indigent 


1. 


indigent who are in need of protec» 


FS, tion, and who come thither aſſured: of 
d; finding it: the ear of this prince is 
to never ſhut to the complaints of the 
poor, and his hand is 1 1 to 
at give them aſſiſtance. 
C5 KY 910 hob ot Or Srl 
ts 005 W 
tO 35/5 re 319801 2158 o 
n tt - Vague 
- ov ene not Jeane Vienna 
es without, ſeeing Metaſtaſio: he 
FE is 2 lively, old man, and an, agreeable 
; companion, He is the. greateſt poet 
er that Italy has produced ſince Taſſo: 
at 1 would have {aid the greateſt that 
er ſhe has ever had, were he not a 
r living author; on which account he : 
E muſt not be praiſed t too much, Read 


his 


it I 
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his Canzgonettes, in particular that 
which begins Grasie agl' inganni 
ruoi *, and ſay, what Italian poet has 
Written with ſo much purity, ſo much 
elegaride, and ſo much grace? He 
embelliſhes whatever he touches, and 
appears to me abſolutely the firſt that 
has eſtabliſhed true principles of good 
taſte in Italy. In thoſe little com- 
Poſitions there 1s a native beauty and 
freſſineſs in the ting a ungen, 
and delicacy 1 in the thoughts ahd ſeyti- 
merits, that makes them enchanting, 

© © Metaftaſio is not waiting in any 
one of the requiſites that conſtitute 
4 a great poet. - Born iwith ſenſibility, 
: "fs The en. See — th 3 ranlarians 


tof this Ode, in the ſecond volume of Dodſley's 


Collection, by Richard Roderick, eſq. the Rev. 
Mr. Seward, and an unknown hand. A fourth, 


with ſtill more ſpirit and cloſeneſs, by Iſaac Pa- 
catus Shard, eſq. 1s in the ſixth volume of N ichols' 8 
Collection ] 


with 
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with a profound and penetrating un- 
derſtanding, and with a lively and 
fertile imagination, he poſſeſſed all 
that he could derive from nature: at 
twelve years of age he went into the 
family of the celebrated Gravina: 
that learned critic, who ſaw the 77/27, 
the glittering extravagances,” and the 
barren abundance” of the Italian wri- 
ters, ſhewed Metaſtaſio that the true 
ſource of a ſure taſte was the Greek 
authors. The young pupil adopted 


this idea, examined the principles 


of thoſe poets, and on their princi- 
ples he has written all his life. Italy 
is little calculated at preſent to in- 


ſpire ſublime ſentiments; it gives a 
perfect knowledge of the tender paſ- 
ſions: in Italy he paſſed his youth; 
there he learned to write his Demetrio, 
| his 
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the age of twenty-five he went into 
Germany; his refidence- at Vienna, 
and the reading of Corneille, elevated 


his mind; he wrote his Reg and 


his Ciemen ga di Tilo. No author has 
better underſtood Horace; few poets 
have ſo well executed his ideas: 

5 Seribenci relle ſapere oft et principiam r fonts: 


Sound judgment is the ground of writing well: 
Naſconmon. 


To £24 , » $4658 


He ſtudied Philoſoph 73 d he did 
not begin to treat ofa; ſubject till he 
had thoroughly examined it. 
Onmne ſupervacuuni pleno de pectore manat, 
All ſuperfluities are n Fete. Sn 
Roſcommon, 
is an 1 1 dich he felt 
the wiſdom; and he has written with 
28 much rapidity as preciſion. | 
He 


It 
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Fe felt the value of Beileau as 

| well as of Horace; and he has never 
ſwerved from thoſe great principles 2 


Tout doit tendre au bon-ſeus; 
Rien n . beau que le vrai, le vrai ſeul ef ainable. 


7 


Let ſenſe be ever in your view; | 
Nothing is beautiful that is not true; 
The true alone i is lovely. 


The perſons who have alive muſic 

for his verſes, and thoſe who ſing and 

repeat them, are beſt able to judge of 

the harmony of his poetry: in theſe 
two claſſes there is but one opinion 
from Peterſburg to Naples. 

No Italian has ſo well developed 
the emotions of the ſoul, nor ſuc- 
ceeded equally in moving and intereſt- 
ing his reader. Metaſtaſio roſe to the 
ſublime; but he was born tender; 
and one may ſav, without wronging 

5 any 
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any nation, that few of their poets 
have ſo well painted the tender paſ- 
fions, or made ſuch lively impreſſions 
on the heart. e 5 
When one examines his works 


. 


well, and compares them with . the 


Gothic productions of Dante, with the 
abſurdities of Arioſto, with the extra- 
vagances of Marini, and with the 
puerilities of Taſſo, one is aſtoniſhed 
at the deciſion of the Italians: they 
prefer Taſſo to Metaſtaſio, and Arioſto 
to Taſſo; but there is no diſputing 
with the Italians upon poetry; they 
deny all the principles admitted in 
every other country. | 
I am far from ſpeaking here againſt 
the talents of the Italians; they have 
perhaps more than any other nation 
in Europe; but theſe talents are un- 
cultivated, 
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cultivated, and of many. reaſons the 
moſt effential is, that there are no 
Mzcenafes. . ar ot h ads vac 

2 hope you do not imaging that. 
Ldeny: that Dante had an aſtoniſhing 


genius, and that he has ſome paſſages 


0 the ede. ſublime; that the r 


» &. 43 4 


that no one tells a Faun, 8 that 
he has ſome deſcriptions exquiſitely 
beautiful; and that his Or/ando Furio/o 
18 a. poem full of gaiety and variety. 
Marini had a vaſt imagination; but 
he 1s madder than Arioſto. 

I am only the friend of truth; and 
if I do not deny the merit of theſe 
poets, much leſs ſhall I, deny that of 
Taſſo. Nature perhaps was leſs gene- 
rous to him than to them; but his 
poems would be. placed above theirs 

| at 
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at Paris, at London, and at Athens. 
That the Feru/alem Delivered has many 


defects, that it has falſe thoughts, 
ſome playing upon words, and much 
tinſel, is certain; but it is alſo cer- 

in that it has much gold. The ſub- 
ject is moſt happy; the conduct of 
the poem in general is ſage; its march, 


majeſtic; its language, noble and well 


{upported, and its verſification always 
beautiful: it has the pathetic, and it 
has the ſublime. The Aminta is a 


maſter- piece of elegance and ſimpli- 


city, and is much more perfect than 
the Geruſaltinme Liberata, 

- Metaſtaſio ſeems to me to have 
more natural talents than Taſſo, all 
is beauties, and many more, and 
none of his faults. He ſatisfies the 
underſtanding, he delights the ear, 


he. 


— — SS. 
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ke enchants the imagination, he: cap- 
tivates the heart; and for theſe rea 
ſons he will always be the poet of 
men of ſenſe, the poet of women, 
and the poet of all perſons who have 
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E face of the country in Hol- 
land is fin gular, and very ſtriking 

for thith days: after that time, one 
ſees nothing hut the fame flat repe- 
tition of fields always level, interſecded 
by canals Which are all alike; and on 
thoſe canals barks all made on the 
ſame model. Every traveller ſhould paſs 
through Holland, as the ideas which 


it gives are found no where elſe; and 
F he 
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he will ſoon collect them. 'Fhrough-? 
out Holland the four elements are 
bad; the cartlinal virtue of the country; 
is cleanlineſs; the deities adored, Mer- 


cury and Plutus; but as for Apollo 


and the Nine Siſters, one never hears. 
them named. 1 
Their ſchool of painting deſerves 
to be viewed, in order to have an idea 
of the height to which the mechaniſm 
of the art may be carried. Their 7 8 
is much more perfect chan that of 
Italians; but as they only frvilely 
copy an ungrateful , nature, one of 
their pictures. never makes us with 
to ſee it again. Their abſolute want 
of taſte makes them deſpiſe all that 
belongs to the Italian ſchool; the 
antique is with them a term of ridi- 
cule; and if an artiſt were to work 
7 there 


© 4 $ 
22 
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Q ol 
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there on theſe ideas, he would die of 


hunger. In a cabinet ab Amſterdam 
I recollected what Lewis XIV. ſai of 
a picture of a Dutch feaſt, full of all 
thoſe diſguſting ideas Which accom- 
pany a drunken debauch, © Take gray 
« tboſe babdons. This expreſſion is 
worthy of the age of Boileau, Moliere, 
and Racine, in which the imitations 
of beautiful and noble nature alone 
could pleaſe. This picture was by 
one of the firſt maſters, and perfectly 
well painted; but if the nature that 
is choſen be diſguſting, the more 
perfect the imitation is, the more 


offenſive is the picture; and thoſe 
who can admire ſuch productions 


have a mean and depraved taſte. 
The taſte of the age of Lewis XIV. 
no longer exiſts in France: The Dutch 
F 2 pictures 
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pictures are thoſe which are moſt i 
faſhion, and they ſell at Paris at in- 
credible prices: It is ſhameful for the 
French, who ate actually - delicate, 
and who have ſueh collections as 
thoſe of Verfallles, the Luxembourg, 
and the Palais Royal, to ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be led away by a mode the 
moſt diſgraceful for them that they 
have ever adopted. bris 11179620 10 
Rubens, to whom nature by miſs 
take gave birth in their neighbcura 
hood, is riot reliſhed- by the Dutch: 
and the prböf ef it id no young 
painter imitates him! Af they value 
his pictures, it is betauſe they fell 
well; andi if ome ef his pictures 
ſtill remam among then, it ĩs becauſe 
travellers Wilp not give bee tiues more 
for chem n . 07 
There 


- 
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There is one object only in this 
country with which you will be much 
pleaſed; that is, Sir Joſeph Yorke: 
the King of England is well repre- 
ſented in all the courts that I have 
ſeen; but certainly he has no repre- 
ſentative that does him more honour 
than this ambaſſador. His merit alone 
forces from me this elogium; for he 
ſhewed only common civilities to a 
man without a title, modeſt to an ex- 
treme, and who has little other merit 
than that of being highly ſenſible of 
the merit of others. 

All great men have many periime 
who are envious of them; Sir Joſeph 
Yorke ought: to havæ more than any 
one elſe; but his is tbe only character 
in Europe againſt which I have not 
Beard à ſingle word. Dignity and 
9 good- 


1 
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good-nature are in him united in the 
higheſt degree; his converſation is 
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moſt brilliant, and his manners moſt 
N : 

I have had the wo of ſupping 
in many courts but T never ſaw a 
more magnificent entertainment than 
the ſupper which be gave to the no- 
bility at the m on the 10 wa "Ron, 
2777. 
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Rome, Octaber 1, 1778. 
denn ame hypocriſy, 
and ſadneſs, reign here: the 
number of fine palaces, of beautiful 
churches, of ſuperb fountains, of the 
treaſures of arty and yenerable re- 
b 1. 8 mains 
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-mains of antiquity, give an air of 
grandeur to Rome which is not to be 
found in any other country. 
The want of public entertainments, 
the little population in proportion to 
the extent of the city, and its ſitua- 
2tion, furrounded by hills which pre- 
vent a free circulation of air, added 
to the oppreſſive * weight of the 
Soiroccou wind, ſeem to me the chief 
cauſes of its real ſadneſs; hut what 
increaſes this apparent gloom, is the 
air of ſanctity which the Romans 
affect, and the general dreſs of the 
country, which is black. The habit 
of an abbeè is the court dreſs; and as it 
is allo the cheapeſt, every one wears it. 
Every court is the abode of diſ- 
ſimulation; at Rome there are as 
This is the © Plumbeus Auſter of Horace. 
F 4 | many 
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many courts: as cardinals; every care 
dinal is a kind of prince, and may 
become à foyereign; this reaſon alone 
may convince you that this country 
muſt have more hypocritical harder 
ters than any other. 
Of all the ſovereigns whom I have 
rn, che ; pope'- repreſents majeſty 
the beſt; the cardinals are like Mar- 
rials epigrams; there are ſame good, 
ſome bad, and many indifferent, 
Almoſt: call of them derive. .honour 
from their rank; the cardinal de Ber- 
mis 18 an exception, _ 4 honour 
to the Purple n n virtues and his 
talents. a et. TH N 
The women are n in i pride, 
and in private extravagant to a de- 
Bro} fie" Pen effeminate; the 
To fs - nobility, 
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nobility , — and th: people 
wicked. GON TY 
The ſtudies . * are, 
me laws, ' antiquities, and divinity, 
becauſe theſe are the three principal 
roads that here lead to fortune. A 
poet is conſidered as a + dangerous, 
or at beſt as an uſeleſs being; and 
for this reaſon à poetical talent is 
rather oppreſſed than encouraged. 
Metaſtaſio could not there fine bread. 
Your will often have occaſion to 
admire the genius of Corneille for 
the truth with Which he has drawn 
the Roman women. The aſſuranoe 
of their eye, the firmneſs of their 
ſtep, every feature of their face, and 
every movement of their body, de- 
* Tt of - the. bm, ef Mac- 
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of the third degree. 


tiy is, He who HG u 10t bo 70 


they all know howto live. They 
love obſcurity in every thing; and 


though this idea may ſeem. to you 
.trifling, it is not ſo: Rome is the 


T 84 1] 
clare the boldneſs of their ſouls: 


They have a very noble air, which t 
28 heightened: by trailing robes, Which 0 
they all wear, doum to the women 0 


The nation has methügell like 
pride, which does not diſpleaſe me; 


0 
it is that! ſort. of haughtineſs vou s 
Fee. in a man of an ancient famiby | 
fallen to decay. But it has a defire | 


of diſgnifing itfelf, which pleaſes-nb 
one. The firſt proverb of the coun- 


diſemble, Enotus not how: to live; and 


ne lighted city in Europe; I the 
_ * Chi non '{a fingere, non ſa vivere, op $ 
ſervants 


1 

ſervants do not carry flambeaux; and 
the firſt princes of the country, in 
other reſpects extremely luxurious, 
only! carry | a ſmall dark lanthorn 
behind their-coaches: in aha 

The Roman has naturally depth 
of underſtanding and ſtrength of cha- 
racter; he is eaſily moved; and when 
he is moved, he is violent to an ex- 
ceſs. If the dreſs of the country 
were military, as you walk the ſtreets 
you would think yourſelf in ancient 
Rome; the faces that you meet ſo 
much reſemble the characters that 
hiſtory has tranſmitted to us. This 
idea has often ſtrucx me among the 
men, and it is ſtill more ſtriking in 
the women. You will often ſay, 
There is a woman who might well 
© be the mother of à Gracchus, and 
buf 1 . ..* ere 
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© there is another who might produce 
fa Sylla!” The number of Meſſalinas 
is ſmall, that of Lucretias leſs, and 
for * Sempronias you will find them 
rather at Naples than at Rome. 
The following is a mark of national 
diſtinction between a Roman and a 
Neapolitan woman: : A woman of Na- 
ples is leſs modeſt than one of, Rome, 
and more baſhful; Neapolitan women 
have been often ſeen to bluſh, but it 
is not poſſible to put r 


out of countenance. i; 29794 
This is a MEL fketch of the pre- 
ſent ſtats! of that Rr Fit 


Nome, uunt le deſtin dans la paix, dans la guerre, 
I Alire en tous les temps maitreſſe de la terre: 


| Rome,, ever doom'd by fate i in peace, in n wa 
To be. the miſtreſs of the world; 


4 


* W ſpin us py un, viros quam petuntur,, 7 
And 


WF 
And where at preſent -- 


Hos prures forlunts foulent & un fs — 
- Ly5;tembeaux des Catons et la. cendre Emile: gh 
| Prigits; happy prieſts, with tranquil fooſteps 
"© 
""Oh/rottibs and altes of the mighty dead. 
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ut in my ſketch 1 may. eaſily be 
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miſtaken, for of all the, countries 
that, 14. have ſeen, this is the * 


4 


difficult to, Eh... 
"7 
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IHE eint of view Koch 1 
is ſeen the moſt perfect union 
pn ſublime and beautiful in nature, 
is from * top of Veſuvius. The 
point of view. from whence is ſeen 
the moſt perfect union of the ſub- 
m4 lime 
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lime and beautiful in art, is in the. 
gourtof the Apollo of Belvedere. From 
the former one ſees the mouth of the 
volcano, fields deſolated by rivers of 
lava now frozen, a country of vine- 
1 yards of conſiderable extent diverſi- 
| fed by the moſt beautiful mixture of 
| plains and Kills, the city of Naples, 
the hill of Poſilipo, a number of 
b iſlands ſcattered in a vaſt ſea, © Ve, 
| „ "IP Rep 
In the court. one | ſees the Apollo, 
the Laocoon, the Antinous, and the 
celebrated Tor/o of Hercules *, which 
is called the Torſo of Michael b An- 
"a gelo, on account of the:- admiration 
Af which he bad for this precious frage 
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ment. Here: We; ſee: what: the Greek 

nation was. Let me not be told of; 
prejudice for the ancients; I have 
none; Eonly dq juſtice to the merit 
of, things, and it is very indifferent 
tome where they are found, or whor 
are their authors. To be juſt, one 
muſt ſometimes appear extravagant: 
when an object is tranſcendently 
beautiful, or great, ſuitable enco- 
miums qught to be given to it. The 
pen of man cannot do juſtice ta the 
poetry of Shakſpeare, to the genius 
of the King of Pruſſia, or to the 
works of che Greeks. Many, I know, 
Will condemn me for this laſt ex- 
preſſion; I refuſe them all as Judgesg 
they, will condemn me, only.. becauſe 
they do not know my ſubjects. 


«| 


* i 
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It is there, I ſay, in the Belvedere 
that one ſees the ſuperiority of the 
Greeks to all the nations 6f the world. 
The diſtance that is between the 
Apollo, the Laocoon, and all the beſt 
works of the French and the Italians, 
is ſo great, that it is almoſt ridicu- 
lous to name them together. 

Let the young traveller, when he 
views the Apollo, recollect that what 
he ſees has been a rude block of 
marble. The firſt ſtep for the artiſt 
was to create the character of this 
god. Before, therefore; the marble 
was touched, the ſculptor had made 
an effort of genius, afid that effort 
of genius Was ſo great, that all the 
men who have fucceeded him to this 


moment, have never been able to 
make one like it. This elogium, you 
ſay, 


L 1 


ſay, is too ſtrong; it is not an elo- 
gium; it is a fact that J mention: 
if the fact be not true, name me a 
ſtatue equal in invention. Is it the 
* Suſanna of Fiammingo, the Juſtice 
of Gulielmo della Porta, the Santa 
Bibiena of Bernini t, or is it the Moſes | 
of Michael Angelo? Ido not believe that 
any man of ſenſe! will ever compare 
them. The Moſes is not inferior to any 
Italian or French ſtatue; but if one 
had not ſeen the Torſo, from which 
it is evident that Michael Angelo took 
the _—_ idea of His * one 


0 


15 This ſtetue by Du Oele, n il 
Fiammingo, or the Fleming, is in the church of 
S. Maria di Loretto. ] . 

[+ The maſter- piece of chat 2 on the 
high altar of the church of St. Bibiena at Rome. 
Keyſler.] 

It In the monument of Julius II. a ſtatue 

more than twice as big as the life. Mrigbt.] 
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would never be aſtoniſned at the in- 
vention of that production. The in- 


vention of the Apollo aſtoniſhes all 
men, and aſtoniſhes them in propor- 


tion to the time and attention n 
which they examine it. 1519 
The Apollo of Bernini, notwithe 
fariding its faults, is a fine ſtatue; 
it appears indifferent only becauſe we 
compare it (often imperceptibly). with 
the Apollo of Belvedere. Neither is 
the Apollo of Bouchardon by any 
means an indifferent production; but 
compare the originat French ſtatus 
with the copy of the Greek ſtatue in 
the gardens of Verſailles, the difference 
18 incredible; it is the difference that 


there is between a man and a god, 
We, cannot tell What a heathen deity 
was z but we always feel, on viewing 
i Y this 


4 oo 
this ſtatue, chat it is the image of 
ſomething more than human. 
When genius is unaccompanied by 
taſte, it is often ſurpriſed at N 
its effect; the character created, 
remained for taſte to chuſe a moment 
to ſhew this divinity; that moment 
ought to be animating and intereſt= 
ing; it ought to be favourable to grace, 
majeſty, and expreſſion; and it ought 
to be ſo choſen, that the diſpoſi tion 
of the whole, and the diſtribution 
of each part of the ſtatue, ſhould 
ſeem to flow from it with ſimplicity 
and eaſe. The artiſt then has choſen 
the inſtant in Which this god gives 
the ſublimeſt proof of his divinity by 
an action of benevolence, in deſtroy- 
ing an enemy of mankind: it is the 
inſtant after he has ſhot his arrow 
; G 2 at 
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at the ſerpent Python; the arrow diſ- 
charged, he follows it with his eyes 
to obſerve its effect ; the expreſſion 
of each part of the, body correſponds 
to that of the face; and from an idea 
ſo ſimple, this Grecian has been able 
to form a work which has obtained 
the applauſes of all men, and has 

made every artiſt deſpair. 
When a perfect execution is added 
to genius and taſte, man, I think, 
cannot g0 farther. The finiſh of this 
Apollo is inconceivable, even to the 
moſt minute particulars, but the artiſt 
might almoſt have been excuſed the 
trouble of ſo perfectly completing his 
work; his conception is ſo ſublime, 
and his diſtribution fo happy, that 
they alone would have commanded 
the admiration of all men of all 
countries; 


k * 1 

countries; and a proof of this is 
the homage every where paid to the 
caſts of this breathing god. 

The beſt way to give you an idea 
of the ſu periority of the Greek exe- 
cution, is to cite you a fact. The 
Laocoon was found with only one 
arm; they wiſhed to have another ; : 
ſeveral artiſts attempted it, and all 
failed: Michael Angelo, the boldeſt 
genius that Italy has had, who con- 
ceived the idea of placing the Pan- 
theon in the air, and who made the 
dome of St. Peter's on the ſame di- 
menſions * thought that he n 


[* That celebrated artiſt, upon pouring ſome. 
perſons extol the Rotonda as a work of antiquity 
never to be paralleled, ſaid, that he would not 


only build a dome equally large, but build it 
in the air; and he made his aſſertion good. 


| Keyſter.. 1 
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ſucceed in it; and after having worked 
at it for two years, abaſhed and de- 
ſpairing, he broke his work to pieces. 
Guglielmo della Porta, whoſe ſuperb 
mauſoleum in St, Peter's ſhews that 
he was an artiſt of the firſt rank, 
ſaid, that it was impoſſible to make 
it in marble, but that he would 
e make it in clay; and he made the 
right arm in Clay, as we ee it at pre- 
ſent; an inconteſtable proof of the 
ynattainable fen pt the Greek 
execution, | 

1 allow it to by a bad av of 
our being in the right, that a cele- 
brated man 1s of our opinion; but 
I think that every reaſonable being 
mould well examine before he deter- 
mines againſt a Judgment io ſolid as 
that of Pouflin, and a genius ſo bri ght 


T & 7 


as that of Monteſquien.: the former 
ſtudied inceſſantly the beſt works 
ancient and modern, on which this 
was his deciſion : * Raphael compared 
« with the moderns is an angel; com- 
s pared with the ancients be 1s an aſs. 
Compare the moſt beautiful figure of 
Raphael, detached, with the Apollo, 
and his fineſt group with the Laocoon, 
and judge for yourfelf, _ 
France has no man who does her 
mare honour in foreign countries; or 
who will do her more with poſterity, 
than Monteſquieu: it is well known 
that he made ſome ſtay in Italy, and 
that he did not view objects like a 
ſnperficial obſerver:. this was his idea 
with regard to the Greeks; * Tale and 
the arts have been carried by them 
"6 70 ſuch a height, that to think to 
G 4 &« /urpaſs 
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© ſurpaſs them will be akvays not to 
e know them.” Dogen 
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Betrocen Ro and NAPLES. 

HUMAN life!” exclaimed I 
D with Gil Blas, © how doſt thou 
< abound with .misfortunes!” Yes, he 
is loſt, I ſhall .never ſee him more, 
and my loſs: will not afflict him leſs 
than his afflicts'me. At the moment 
of ſetting out, one has a thouſand 
things to do; and for fear that my dog 
'ſhould be ſtolen, an hour before my 
departure I put him into a cloſet, 
and there I forgot him. 

There is no country which gives 
riſe to ſo many ideas as Rome, and 
at leaving it I thought of all its beau- 
L 2 „ dies 


E 
ties ancient and modern; I thought of 
the poets, I thought of my * book; 
I often looked. at the city; and I con- 
ſidered whether the + expreſſion of 
Jugurtha was as true at preſent as 
when he uſed it. When my ſpirits 
were fatigued, I was going to divert 
myſelf with the converſation of my 
faithful companion—Ah! Heavens ! 
I have forgot him !—1 bitterly re- 
proached myſelf for my giddineſs and 
my ingratitude; I diſcovered a hun- 
dred methods which would have pre- 
vented my loſing him; I thought of 
the wiſdom of that expreſſion of La 
Fontaine, Too much of nothing; 1 
loſt him by too much care, | 
Not this, another; { Con/iglio ad un giovane 

Poeta. 


+ Urbem venalem cito perituram, fi modo emp- 
torem invenerit. 
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During the remainder of my;joure 
ney I thought no more of Rome; 
forgot even my book, I forgot glory, 
J forgot immortality, and I. thought 
only of my dog. All his good qua- 
lities returned to my mind; he was 
gentle, ſprightly, loving; his careſſes 
were ſincere, and he beſtowed them 
only on me: he had in my eyes a 
fill farther merit, that of reſembling 
me, he was ugly; this circumſtance 
gave me ſome hope; * No,” ſaid I, 
there are few capable of diſtinguiſh- 
© ing true merit; my dog will be 
found to have ugly ears, and he 
* will be reſtored to me.? 

This idea gave me ſame conſola- 
tion; and I wrote to my hoſt at Rome 
to ſend him to me: | 


LETTER 
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LE T TER LIV. 

Narrzs, February 3, 1779. 
© is not ſurpriſing that Virgil 
ſhould make ſuch fine verſes at 

Naples: the air there is ſo ſoft and 
ſo pure, the ſyn ſo brilliant and fo 
warm, and the face of nature fo rich 
and fo diverſified, that the imagina- 
tion feels a vivacity and vigour which 
it ſcarce ever perceives in other coun. 
tries. ä 5 
I am not a poet, but I am very 
fond of verſes, and I have never read 
them with more pleaſure than here. 
Every time that I go to my window, 
I feel myſelf electrified, my ſpirits 
revive, my imagination warms, and 
my ſoul becomes ſuſceptible of the 
alte 4 and ſublimeſt impreſſions. This 
will 


E 1 

will not ſurpriſe you when 1 have 
only mentioned the objects which 
here preſent themſelv es to my view. 

On the right is the hill of Poſilipo, 
whoſe form is moft agreeable; it is 
ſemi- circular, and adorned to the ſum- 
mit with trees and pleaſure-houſes; 
from its point, which loſes itſelf in 
the ſea, this mountain increaſes in- 
ſenſibly till it arrives behind the cen- 
tre of Naples, and on its ſummit is 
ſeen a vaſt tower, which over-looks 
the city, and crowns the ſcene. On 
the left appears a chain of very high 
mountains which furround the other 
fide of the gulph, and whoſe rugged - 
boldneſs forms a moſt happy contraſt 
with the elegant and cultivated beau- 
ties of Poſilipo:—Shakſpeare and Cor- 
neille would always have looked on 

4 | the 
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the fide of Veſuvius; Racine and a 
on the ſide of Poſilip o-. 7 
The Volcano is the moſt intereſting 
of thoſe mountains by its form which 
is a very beautiful cone, by its height, 
and above all by its vicinity to the city: 
it ſmokes inceſſantly, and ſeems always | 
to threaten Naples with the fate of 
Sodom, to conſume it with fire and 
brimſtone. At its foot is Porticj, and 
all along the coaſt are towns * hang» 
ing from the mountains which form 
the portion of a circle of ninety miles. 
Ihe ſea is under my, window; and 
beſides the ideas which. it preſents 
itſelf, as the moſt intereſting object 
in nature next to the ſun, by its 
un n and the ney of 
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* 1 one of thoſe towns, is the country 
n 18 21 1 C77" 32 $1 bn 23:25 


its 


t $4 1 
its appearances, it here ſhews all the 


riches of commerce: by large ſhips 
which are paſſing every moment; 
J often riſe before day to enjoy the 
breath of the morning, and the ſuperb 
deſcription wh ich the illuſtrious Rouſ- 
ſeau gives of the riſing of the ſun: 
In no horizon does he appear with 
ſo much ſplendor, no where elſe does 
he ſo well deferve tlie epithet of 
golden *, He riſes behind Veſuvius 
to Mantz the pleaſant hill of Poſi- 
lipo, and the boſom of the moſt beau- 
tiful gulph in the univerſe, ſmooth 
48 2a mirrour, and filled wa d veſſels 


2 Metre | mt ay orbem 
Fer dugdeng. regit mundi ſol aureus afiras . 
The golden ſun, through twelve * f igus 


„ig year}. 
| Rules, and the a in . Antes Arides 


all 
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all in motion. The object which ter- 
minates the perſpective is the iĩſland of 
Gapreaz. famous for the retreat. of 
Tiberius and the rocks of the Sirens: 
on viewing; it, one remembers that 
near thoſe rocks the prudent Ulyſſes 
ſtopped his ears; and that, not far 
from hence, the leſs. wiſe Hannibal 
gave himſelf up to the pleaſures of 
harmony, and. to the n of the 
—_— Camilla. r VIH od! 
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RN 1 : NavLns, / 
| FRENCHMAN: is the moſt 
amiable of all men at home: 
why is he the leaſt liked in foreigre 
countries? It is becauſe. other. nations 
200. are 


I 


are jealous of the ſuperiority of the 
French, and becauſe the French tra- 
veller behaves ill in the company of 
| foreigners.” Almoſt all the French 
who travel are young; they ridicule 
all cuſtoms * but their own, and pro- 
claim the vices and follies of a coun- 
try in the midſt of its afſemblies. 1 
was this evening at the Academia de 
Cavalieri, where all the nobility of 
the country meet twice a week. Enters 
for the firſt time a young French 
marquis, whom 1 had known at Rome. 
Before he had been there two minutes 
he ſaid to me, * Did you ever ſee ſuch 
animals? What a ſtupid look that 
© man has! My God! how awkward 
that woman is! Did you ever fee a 
© head ſo horridly dreſt ? He ſaid all 
this aloud; and: even thoſe who did 
not 
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not underſtand him, faw by his mana | 
ner that he deſpiſed them. T he man 
Who! is going to execution will allow 
that he is a villain, that he deſerves 
the rack; but he will never allow that 

he deſerves contempt. The young 
Frenchman takes the ſureſt method 


that the wit of man can deviſe to 


make himſelf hated: this has always 
given me pain, becauſe I know that 
under this ſuperficial fault he con- 
ceals a thouſand good qualities; he 
is frivolous, light *, and ſelf-ſufficient, 
if you pleaſe; and that is the ſevereſt 
reproach his enemies can make him; 
but he is generous, he is frank, and 
he is always ready to draw his ſword 


Several French officers dining at Gina with 
a nobleman of that city, one of them ſaid to 
bim, It is odd enough, Sir, that you are che 
* only ſtranger here.” 
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in defence of his honour, of his miſ- 


treſs, and ok his friend. F ſhall be 
thought a Frenchman, and 1 am no 


Frenchman; I am an Englimman, 


and proud of being one; and at this | 


moment I ſupport the character of 


my nation, and my ow n, by ſpeak- ; 


rity, in repreſenting the French ſuch. 
as I have found them. 

In the arts, Italy is s ſuperior to 
France and England: in the ſcience 


| of war, the Germans have the advan- 


ing the language of truth and ſince - 


tage of the Engliſh and French; but, 


on the whole, theſe two nations are 


the firſt in Europe, and all other | 
nations allow their ſuperiority. One 


circumſtance which pleaſed me in 


| France, is, that the French always 


told me, that, next to their own, the 
2 „ Engliſh 
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' - Engliſh nation was the moſt reſpec- 
table: nothing but extravagant ſelf- 
love can oppoſe this deciſion: when 
the ſuffrages were collected at Athens, 
Ariſtides had the ſecond vote of all 
men; every one gave his firſt ſuffrage 
for himſelf. You, who are a rational 
being, ſet aſide your nation for a mo- 
ment, and ſee how you would judge 
if the queſtion turned upon yourſelf: 
if a man ſhould ſay to you, I pre- 
fer myſelf to you, but I prefer you 
© to all other men if you were not 
ſatisfied with this opinion, you would 
betray an immoderate ſelf-love, and 
a total ignorance of the human heart. 
On my road hither, while the horſes 
were changing, 1 alighted to walk a 
few minutes : a Frenchman is not 
afraid of ſpeaking to his fellow crea- 

12 H 2 ture, 
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ture, and he ſoon finds a ſubject of 
converſation; an officer of dragoons of 
that nation, who was going to Rome, 
and was at the poſt-houſe, came up 
to me, You are an Engliſhman, Sir? 
6: Ak your ſervice.” —* Yours is a very 
© reſpectable nation: 1 paſſed three 
© years in England: you have depth 
© and ſolidity; you are well bred, brave, 
magnificent“ And the French, Sir?” 
— They think too much to make 


© themſelves agreeable; they are too 


fond of levity, trifling, and amuſe- 
© ment: when a Frenchman travels, 
© and loſes his conceit and his foppiſh 
* airs, and when an Engliſhman ac- 
« quires a little ſoftneſs and agreeable- 
© neſs ini his behaviour, they become 

« the firſt men in the world.” 7 


* 
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1 ſend you what this gentleman 
ſaid to me, becauſe 1 think like 

n, e e e £1 

P. 8. The Abbe Galiani bes the 
moſt wit of any man in Naples, and 
alſo, the moſt learning; Duke Clement 
Filomarino is the poet who has the moſt 
talents and taſte; his brother ſtudies 
philoſophy, and has a very improved 
mind; both of them are extremely 
amiable, and very well bred; their 
family ſeems. to me the moſt reſpec- . 
table in the country. The Duke della 
Torre, their father, has the fineſt 
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NAPpLES. 


Lo HE Neapolitans are really good 


people; but, in truth; they are 


very barbarous: they have adopted by 


inſtinct the principles of the citizen of 


Geneva, and they - cultivate neither 


the arts nor ſciences, for fear of cor- 
rupting their morals. But if this 
nation is barbarous, do not think that 
it is harſh or ſevere, for, on the con- 
trary, it is very good-natured, and 


| deſirous of contributing to the plea- 


ſure of foreigners: they are naturally 
good, but they are abſolutely in the 
ſtate in which nature produced them; 
and they perpetrate all crimes *, and 


* I miſtake; a rape was never heard of at 
Naples. * | 


are 
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are | guilty of all Wirts wy rudeneſs, 
without thinking they have done ill: 
having no education, they have no 
principle of. any kind. A man of 
the firſt quality will tread. on your 
toes, and not make you the leaſt 
"apology : be acquainted with him 
dhe next day, he cannot do enough 
to oblige vou; he will carry you to 
4 concert, he will offer you his box 
at the theatre, he will do all he 
Knows, but he knows little. It is the 
fame with the women; they have 
all an inclination to be amiable; it is 
a a pity they dor't know how. | 
The race of Sirens * is not yet ex- 
tinct here; there are many young 
women 


3 * Theſe Sirens ſometimes change into Har- 
pies; but theſe metamorphoſes ſeldom happen 
except in the magic land of the opera— 
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4 
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women who ſing divinely: of Circes 


there are ſcarce any; but we ſee i in 
the aſſemblies ſeveral of the com- 
panions of Ulyfles. The eaſineſs of 


the women and the Scirocco enervate 


the bodies of the men, and muſic 
enervates their ſouls, ſo as to render 


uſeleſs all the bounties which nature 


| has laviſhed on this. charming coun- 


In no other place will be found 


NE natural talents, or more cir- 


cumſtances favourable to the arts; 
but the cauſes aboye· mentioned, added 
to the indolence inſpired by the cli- 
mate, and the abſolute want of Ma- 
cenaſes, 


— lt 
* 


— Nins vultus, 22 ma ventris 
Proluvies, WNCAGUe mans, 


With virgin faces, but with wombs obſcene, 


Foul paunches, and with ordure ſtill unclean, *_ 


With claus for hands, and looks for ever lean. 
g Dryden, 


-Þ& 195 1 


cenaſes, render Naples. as . 1 as 
Ruſſia; and A kind of proof of it is, 
that all the Ruſſians who come hither 
are ſtruck with the reſemblance be- 
tween the N eapolitans and their coun- 
trymen. 
3 When a Neapolitan. woman has 
no child, ſhe is a very miſerable 
being; for, having no reſource in 
herſelf, ſhe ces of ennui:. when ſhe 
has none, you may be ſure it is not 
her fault, for the only idea which 
they have in their heads 1s that of 
love; and the. only ſubjects on which 
they can talk are their children, their 
nurſes, their lovers, or their hair- 
dreſſers, I have often regretted that 
theſe women have no knowledge, for 
whatever they know they tell with aſto- 
niſhing freedom, and fimplicity. I was 
fitting 
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Frilng by « one of them at their gran 
| afſerably; 1 had ſeen her only once 
before, but I had not ſpoken to her; 
a Soprano had juſt finiſhed an air, 
and 1 faid to the lady, That man 


© has ſung well” It is not a man,” 


aid ſhe, ce It is a 2 60. he has ſung 
* very. 8 well, and he is the lover of 
that dutcheſs whom vo ſee yon- 

U# er. mL Is it poflible PC It 18 
6 4 true; ſhe has had a number of 
c lovers, Cavalieri, Cocchieri, Abbali *, * 

« at preſent ſhe will have none but 
«© Mnjict.” + Oh q replied if © that is 
C ſhameful! » 4 Yes,” anſwered ſhe, 
* ſhe i is too inconſtant;” e ?roppo volu- 
bile was her phraſe. 

' Laſked another, whom I had known 
ſome | time, how many lovers ſhe had, 


* Ceatletien, Coachmen, Abbes, 
8 | four 
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four or five? She aſſured me, with a 
moſt ſeriqus air, that ſhe had not had 
one for three weeks. Do not be ſur- 
priſed It my queſtion to this lady, 
it 'was in order to make my court 
to her: A Neapolitan lady is vain 
of the number of her adorers; and I 
have ſeen: ſome come into company 
with a train of five. In general, 
there are not more than two of them 
that are- the well-beloved ; the others 
are only kept as ſlaves for parade. * 
51 0/1 ee ILY 
P. S. I think, that when I marry, 
I ſhall chuſe an ugly wife, that, if I 
ſhould loſe her, I may- be ſure to re- 
cover her. My dog has been ſent 
me: what rejoicings on both ſides! 

O qui complexus „O gaudia quanta fuere! 
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LETTER. XVII. 


F. 


* APLES. 2. 


IE ny 0 FRG ſaid that 
1 every prince of the houſe of 
Bourbon mult, be paſſionately fond 
< of women or of hunting :”. his Sici- 
ban majeſty is very fond of hunting; 
be ſcarce paſſes a day in the midſt of 
fammer, or in the ſharpeſt: colds, of 
winter, without partaking of it, 
During my reſidence at. Naples, he 
retired for two months to Caſerta, on 
purpoſe to hunt, which gave concern 
to all the Engliſh, | ag that, deprived 
us. of the ſociety and houſe of Sir 
William Hamilton, who went alſo to 
Caſerta, for the king never goes, a 


hunting wirhout him; and he is ſo 
fond 
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fond of the company of that Minitter, 
that it was with difficulty he obtained 
leave from his majeſty to come for 
one day only to Naples to give a 
dinner to his countrymen: I dined 
there the forty- ſixth Engliſhman. 
If I ſay nothing to you concern- 
ing veſuvius, it is becauſe sir 
William Hamilton has left nothing 
to be deſired on that ſubject. His 
letters, more ſatis factory than thoſe 
of Pliny,” will inſtruct you in a ſhort 
time, and with pleaſure: they are 
written with clearnefs and preciſion, 
and with that noble ſimplicity which 
diſtinguiſhes their author in all the 
ſituations of life. | 
- During the ſtay at Caſetta, che 
queen loft her eldeft ſon; he Was a 
prince. of five years of age, a charming 
boy. 


E e 


boy. Her majeſty was in the eighth 
month of her pregnancy; twenty-four 
hours before his death, ſhe. had been 
aſſured that he was out of danger; 
you may judge how ſevere a ſtroke 
this muſt be to a tender mother; 
and ſhe was very near finking under 
it. Theſe circumſtances alone were 
ſufficiently trying; but there was one 
dreadful moment. which all but killed: 
her. The young prince had ſeemed 
better for a day, but all on a ſudden 
he was ſeized with a convulſion fit: 

one of his women, a German, as ſhe 
was running to call aſſiſtance, hit her 
head againſt a door half open, gave 
herſelf a large wound in her. fore- 
head, and fell, back ward in a ſwoon: 
the convulſions increaſed, and a ſecond. 
woman, a German alſo, ran to haſten. 
| the 


E 


the phyſician; ; on her way ſhe found 
the firſt woman in a ſwoon and covered 
with blood; ſhe thought her dead, 
and the fright made her alſo fall into 
a ſwoon: the wind was very high, 

and, by what accident is not known, 
the roof of the prince's houſe took 
fire; the queen - arrived at that in- 
ſtant, found theſe two women in this 
ſituation, her fon in agonies, and tlie 
palace in flames. Half an hour after 


the prince died *; 70 1. 012210 
— L E T. 


* Every ſtep of my travels has given me freſh 
occaſion to admire the truth with which Shak- 
ſpeare: has painted all the objects in nature, and 
all the ſituations of human life. The queen 


afflicted herſelf for ſeveral days; and a lady of- 


the court told me that ſhe often exclaimed, % AI. 
* if my ſom had not been pretty, my toſs would 


ce have been leſs ſevere ; but it was the moſt ; 


© charming child!” T heſe are almoſt word for 
word the fame expreſſions which Shakſpeare as 
made a queen in King John utter in the ſame 
ſituation: N Ari CY a ** "I | 3 * FL? BY. 
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LETTER Xvi. 


* „ a 

HERE is not a river in Europe 

leſs beautiful than the Tiber, 

nor a character in hiſtory more dread- 
ful than that of Auguſtus. There is 
however no river whoſe ſight is more 
intereſting; and few names inſpire 
more admiration than that of this 
emperor. For this let both of them 


> ” APIS Had * ak ugly, | 

Lame, fooliſn, crooked, ſwart, prodigious, . 
Patch'd with foul moles; and eye-offending any: 
I woald not care, I then would be content: 
But fince the birth-of Cain, the firſt male. DAT , 
Fo him that did but yeſterday ſuſpire, 

There was not ſuch a Fracious creature r W 
And a little after, 5 1 
. ©. Therefore: never, never : -. 

Muſt I behold my pretty Arthur more. 


4 . thank 


E s 


thank Horace and Virgil; it is owing 
to the choice of their lan guage, and to 
the harmony of their verſes, that the 
Tiber is not ſeen with diſguſt, and 
that the name of Auguſtus does not 
inſpire us with horror and ſadneſs. 
How ſenſible has the Great Frederick 
been of this truth! and with how 
much addreſs has he attached thoſe 
French and Italian writers who will 
be read with the greateſt pleaſure as 
long as theſe two languages exiſt! 
In a. thouſand years the cries of 
widows, and the complaints of or- 
phans, will be no longer heard; all 
the horrors which his wars have oc- 
caſioned will be forgotten; and no- 
thing will remain of him but the 
rapid and irreſiſtible conqueror, the 


juſt and beneficent king, the n 
I _ 7 
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of leatning all afts, the great Poet) 


| Tee by What he frakes Glory ſay to 4 
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the” profoutid'philoſdpher;/ che àble 
politician; ird the "amiable: comps 
mon, WG was the dekght of the 
choiceſt ſocfety of his age, 't 00 
The King f pruffia“ has never 
thotight büt öf füturity, and Re/ has 
inſtiretl the Admtirätich - GH poſtetity 
by His! poetry; by his preſel an rb 
His actions But BOWhdsthe take 
carèt ta frtify 'His triple immortality 
by the graces of a Voltaire, and. the 
blegance of ar Algafotti! Vou may 


fioe bas Her temple, that 
this? divinity? Has 1 _ 
ole Bbfect”oEiv- worip's 


2 Pdſſe Adi bv Peffort del ſon courage, 1114 
"ou dit; D Eπαẽũπũ ui, jourfes dugparitge (\ | 
2. trie 659 Ae ois 5 kt elefriers; 


4 « 1 repos lf peFmis, _ 6 If {= ries des Jauriers® 


4 The 


\ 
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The goddeſs, with his courage pleas'd, 


3, 


Be happy,“ cried, & the lot enjoy 
© Of thoſe brave heat pay watt, 
king: oh 4 via 
* Repoſe you mays * in aden baer 


7 


His ode on glory - i. both the 


t # „1 61. , 


fire of his imagination, and the ruling 
paſſion ES; ſofibg! | oily ui hot. 


145 4 Fn ooh ou a 


Un Dieu 5 aper de® m on dne, WIL ” 
Je Jens un cilefle ardeuf * * 


nent | 
O Glhire! ta divine flamme N | 0 


M' embraſe Jag au fond 4 SY cæur. . ö 


ils et 


A Deity my ſoul invades, 
A warmth divine Lfeel; 

O Glory! thy celeſtial flame 
My hgart's receſſes burns. 


And the laſt ſtanza; 


oO Clare] à qui je ſucrifie . n 1 


Mes plaifirs et, mes paſſiont, 13;f21 Æ X 
0 Gloire ], en qui je ne confie, 0 
Dane *clairer mes ac te 

TITS 1 
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Tu peur, malgre la mort cruell e. 
Sauver une foible etincelle | 
Die Leſprit qui reſide en moi. 
Que ta main m'ouvre la barriere; 
Et prit d courir ta carriere, © 
Fe veux vivre et mourir pour foi. 


Glory! to whom I ſacrifice 

My pleaſures and my paſſions too, 
Glory! in whom I truſt, O deign 

To ſet my deeds in perfect day: 
Thou of the ſpirit, that reſides _ 
Within this clay, one feeble ſpark, 

In ſpite of cruel death, canſt ſave, 
O let thy hand the gate unbar, | 
And, ready thy career to run, 

P11 live and die for thee. 


þ wes þ 48 
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LETTEAN ER. 


ETD ee ie ee. 
T Rome, as well as in all the 
other countries that I have ſeen, 


the French houſes are the moſt agree- 


able. 


FC was J 


able. The Cardinal de Bernis has a 
large aſſembly once a week, and he 
gives a dinner every day. The Bailiff 
de la Brillanne, ambaſſador from Malta, 
alſo frequently gives: dinners ; he is 
very affable, and has an excellent 
cook. His brother had ſent him a 
ſervice of china, which was made on 
purpoſe for him, with his arms; an 
Engliſh frigate took the French ſhip 
in which was the china, and the 
loſs was the more grievous as he was 
the ambaſſador of a neutral power. 
Three days after his receiving this 
news, I had the honour to dine with 
him, and he loaded me with civilities: 
I mention this as a ſtroke that charac- 
teriſes his nation. 3 

Of all the great aſſemblies here, 


that of Monſeigueur de Bayanne, au- 
I 3 ditor 


1 
n 
. 
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ditor of the rata of France, has the 


moſt amuſements; a table of Bocetti in 


one room; in another. literature, po- 
litics; news, ate the ſubjects of diſ- 


courſe; : and: ina third, your will find 


one of the beſt concerts in Italy, a 
ſuperb orcheſtra} and the firſt ſingers 
of both ſexes in Rome You will 
find at his dinnefs French fare, French: 
gaicty, French politeneſs. The. maſter 
of the houſe: is truly amiable; I only 
find one fault in him, and that is not 
generally the fault of a Frenchman; 
he is more fond of hearing than of 
talking. One, ſees that this is. owing 
to his extreme. politeneſs, but one 
don't ſuffer: the leſs, as he neven 
opens his mouth hut to ſay "OM 
thing agreeable or profound. 

Frenchman talks better than _ 
Ts | men; 


E 215 } 


maens I haye, not known,,one.,of. his 


countrymen, expreſs, themſelyes with 
more purity, more clearneſs,, Ar. More 
elegance: his taſte ig, Jetters, is ſure; 
I haye ſeen few, perſons, in my, travels | 
do; intereſting as he is, &i, 4h) 

Colonel de Bayanne,, Riß brother, 
3s polite, .agrceab]e, god Nture ; he 
loves the „artp, vnd. amuſęs, bimſfehf 
vith painting xęry Pretty pictureg. 11 
Does it aper do 298 v ben f 
Hlittle importange that. I point gut, to 
Joh what ist molt. intereſting ig 
Country, anfl that; I, ſave., you the 

touble,and,jhe time gf. diſcovering 
It ourſelf?,, Ber ſure then, not to;leaye 
Rome without being introduced. to 
;the-Marchipnefs de BoccaPadull : Her 
.aflembly. ig. the. moſt ,Agre eable and 
"the" beſt *choſsrÞ: 4vV Rome: among 


1k? k tai wt NN 


= I 4 other 
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other perſons of merit you will there 
meet the Count de Verri, a Milaneſe* 
gentleman, who is full of ' politeneſs, 
tafte, and talents: The lady of the 
houſe will pleaſe you extremely, for 
ſhe is witty, well-made; and amiable 
as a Frenchwoman. 

1 have pleaſure in Wang e of per- 
ſons whom I can praiſe with truth: 
Here then follows an Engliſh lady, 
who has done goon execution here 
and at Naples: : the has vivacity and 
uncommon judgment; has read much, 
and aſſumes nothing: I have ' ſcarce 
ſeen a young lady fo well educated, 
or ſo deſirous of inſtruction. She 
peaks Italian well, French perfectly; Y 
the is paſſionately fond of paintings 


* I muſt tell you here, in regard to the Mi- 
laneſe, that the Lombacd heart is proverbially 
good | in Italy. 


and 


L rar } 


and antiquities, and ſhe draws very 
prettily ; but her moſt diſtinguiſhed 


accompliſhment is muſic: Millico, 


who has the moſt taſte of any ſinger 
in Italy, has been her maſter 3 and 
ſhe has prefited by his inſtructions 
fo much, that I have 1cen. her ſeve- 
ral times enchant the moſt critical 
judges of Rome and Naples. 

I met a young Frenchman at Turin, 
who had heard her ſing at Rome, 
and who was a paſſionate admirer of 
the Italian muſic; I aſked him how 
he liked her? This was his anſwer: 


Pent entends encore ſa voir, ce lungage 1 enebanteur, 
Et ces ſons ſouverains de Poreille et du caur. 


Her voice, th' enchanting language, {till I hear, 
Thoſe ſovereign accents of the heart and ear. 
lt is certain that the Italian is a divine language for. 


poetry and mulic; it is better to fing than to ſpeak: the 
French language is much more rapid and preciſe. 


Add 
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Add to'-theſe talents, a charming 
ape, à moſſ elegant and graceful 
manner, a complexion of a dazzling 

white, animated by the moſt beauti- 
ful carnation in the World, two eyes 
full of ſoftneſs and ſpirit, and ſevert+ 
teen years:of age, and you have the 
portrait of Lady Louiſa Nugent. 

Perhaps you may be tempted to 
Fuſpett' that this is a fancy- piece i ra- 
ther than a copy from nature. I 
aſſure you it is as true a portrait 
as ever was painted by Titian or 
Vandyck; and the proof of it is that 
this young lady captivated three na- 
tions; ; the Italians were enchanted 
with her, aveva tanto brio, 4 tanie 
+ buone inaniere u; the French, * elle 


056 She had 0 much rivacity a and paliteneſaq 
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6, groit ſi jolie es ſi qimableſt; and the 
Engliſn, 3» "Wes "Was % modęſi and o 5 
Na „ fond „ or cite 


+" TRIES | Row, 
Nn e en men of letters here, 

as; I; do; every, where, particularly 
en pets. It is incredible, that with 
ſuch parts as, the Italians have, they 
ſhould be ſo much behind other na- 
tions in their poetical knowledge: 
they have an obſtinate blindneſs in 
favour of their poets, of which I do 
not think they will ever. be cured. 
The Bolge of Dante, and the extrava- 


Lent: of Arioſto, are the objects of 


* She was ſo pretty and ſo amiable.” 
their 


* 
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their idolatry; and, in ſpite of reaſon 
and common ſenſe, they prefer thoſe 
abſurdities to the fineſt produdtions 
of all other nations. Dante, according 
to them, is the firſt of all men; and 
Arioſto, whom they own to be in- 
ferior to Dante, is infinitely above 
Homer. After having read the Divina 
Comedia, and the Orlando Furioſo, 1 
began to give my. opinion of- them 
according to the ideas eſtabliſhed in 
my country *, in France, and in all 
„ TEM? 
[Dt is by no means lo decided a point as this 
author ventures to aſſert, that Dante and Arioſto 
are not ranked among the firſt of poets oven in 
« this country;' and if in ſome well-known paſ- 
fages the former has equalled any poet of any 
age, his abilities muſt be allowed equal to his beſt 
lines. Arioſto, however, adopts a different plan; 
ridicule, fatire, wit, and humour, with every ro- 
mantic extravagance of an unconfined genius, an 


imagination without .controul, and almoſt with- 


ont equal, ſpread ſuch 'a variety over his "_ 
that 


E 3} 


places where there are men of taſte. 
I ſpoke the language of reaſon, the 
pe * 0331946 Italian 


that no reader can be 1 through the lecture 
of XLVI Cantos, and while romance and whim 
declare the poem often comic rather than heroie, 
there are parts which no human power has ever 
yet excelled, as muſt be acknowledged by the 
impartial judge, who will, in ſpite- of modern 
ine · drawn criticiſm, avow his real feelings through 
the riſe and progreſs of Orlando's madneſs, for 
which the whole ſeems to have been written; 
the reader is led on with the enamoured 
hero, by degrees feels all his weight of woes, 
and ſcarcely wonders at any extravagance they 
produce. No poet has more naturally, more 
pathetically, painted every ſtage and every eſſect 
of that incomprehenſible diſtemper „ a2 
ſtrong mind in a moſt arhletic body. In other 

parts every other paſſion may be found as well 
diſplayed; and in the character of Bradamante, 
in particular, every virtue, every charm, that 
can captivate à reader, for womanhood, in her 
moſt amiable appearance, is, with every xeſine- 
ment of ſentiment, preſerved through the whole 
character; and each character ſtands in the work 
as preciſely diſtinguiſhed from all others as even 
thoſe of Homer. The faults which none dare 
juſtify, and none can deſire to excuſe, are where 
indecent and groſs ideas are let looſe on the 
Neat | | reader, 


16 J 


Italian poets were not uſed td it; they 


declared war againſt me: I quitted 
nity" their 


reader, but with ſo wack wit, humour, and vi- 
vacity, that no one, it is ſuppoſed, ever could 
ſtop and paſs over his exceptionable 'cantos, 
| — the whimſical author Warns his reader, 
and particularly announces to the fair, that they 
ſnould not and need not rad ſuch paſſages. 
And, after all, it has been ſuggeſted, particu- 
larly by the late ingenious Mri Hawkins Browne, 
with great appearance of probability, that the 
whole deſign of the author” was to ridieule ro- 
mances, and that he is in heroic poetry what Cer- 
vantes is in proſe; and that even the Italians, 
who almoſt idoliſe their Furioſo, ſaw not that 
admirable deſign throughout the whole perfor- 
mance, which alone can excuſe the extravagant 
flights and comie abfurdities every where inter- 
ſperſed, while the genius that gives theſe proofs 
of a moſt powerful imagination, proves likewife 
that he had power to have elevated his poem to 
any height he had choſen. Mr. Browne, Who 
was an excellent judge, becauſe he was ſuperior 
to all little prejudices and minute criticiſms, held 
Arioſto in the higheſt eſtimation, and ranked 
him with the firſt of Italial poets. 'For wherever 
-the pathetic, the animated; the terrible, the de- 
ſeriptive, or the plaintive, give opportunities for 
a Mule | to expatiate, her powers are __— 
nable. 
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their ſddiety; and q thought I ſhould 
do ſervice to poetry, by publiſning a2 
book in Italian i, in which-I endea+ 
vourꝭd to ſhew young 'potts the, prin- 
eiples on which they ought to com- 
poſe: I toldo them that nature and 
truth were the only baſis of poetry; 
that the Greek aduthors were the beſt 
models on which a young poet could 
form himſelf 3- that: France. alſo had 
ſomè excellent authors; that Racine 
was aus good a model as Sophocles; 
nable. And no lefs arm vas this candid judge 
n his encomiums Metaſtaſio of whoſe exten- 
e geflius, and ca of Kyle c Kent e. 
as ha the higheſt ,opjpjgn:; andy far. the, ferti 
lity of his it imagination, and the pointed ſtrengt 
vf this: e —nr Mr. ur? ages we him the 


bakff care. of Italy! It is bſeryable, that 
Milan gd n elender 10 2 ker eher ind Lafer 


| to pe — 364 learner of Italian, than any 


other poct of that* country, hich is an un- 


doubted 4 8 of the, purity and] perfection of 
his I. 3 


* Eonigtt e ut hien Docks auh * 


Don | that 


L 128 1 


that Greece had not a fabuliſt equal 
to La Fontaine, nor a comic poet ſo 
perfect as Moliere; that Horace, Lon- 
ginus, and Boileau, were the beſt cri- 
tics that ever exiſted, and that no- 
thing which was not conformable to 
their principles was good. I ſought 
only the progreſs of the art among 
men who are full of genius, and 
who have a divine poetical language, 
but who know not what to do either 
with the one or the other. I allowed 
that theſe three critics would have 
been charmed with the beauties of 
Dante and Arioſto, taken from na- 
ture, and founded on truth; but that 
they would have condemned che 
whole of thoſe two poems, as being 2 
contrary to reaſon, good ſenſe, and 
conſequently to Sood taſte, and, as 
models, 
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. — to an 8 for 
1 Tonk: 23 me tid votes 
and many reproaches; the poets took 
the alarm; they cried that the true: 
taſte of the Italian poetry would periſh; 
if attention were given to an Utramon- 
tain (a term ſynonymous with them 
to that of barbarian). ie 246268 
There were ſo many perſons who 
exclaimied, and they exclaimed fo' 
loudly; that I myſelf was beginning 
almoſt to believe that my book was 
good for nothing; when one morning 
found an extract of it in the Efeme- 
ridi Letteratie of Rome, with ſome 
remarks which did! it juſtice; this gave 
me the more: pleaſure,” as I was an 
utter ſtranger to it till that moment, 
and as the article Was there inſerted 
1 wane 4 
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by the Count de Bianconi, miniſter 
from the court of Drefden, well 
known for his taſte and talents : with 
this ſuffrage, [I had ten or twelve 
more; that was a great deal, if you 
conſider that at Naples I had only 
four: at Rome there are 200, ooo 
inhabitants; at Naples 400,000: in 
thoſe two cities I found about ſixteen 
perſons who admitted nature and truth 
to be the foundation of poetry, and 
who acknowledged Horace, Longinus, 
and Boileau, to be judges: of this 
ſmall number, the Abbe Scarpelli, 
whom you have heard mentioned as 


one of the beſt poets of the Arcadia, 


was one: this is a ſonnet which he 
ſent me, and which J inſert here, 
leſt you ſhould not have ſeen it at 
the end of the third edition of my 
book, where it is placed. 


L 
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ALL“ ERUDITISSIMO Signor 
. SHERLOCK. 


'SONETTO, TEN 67». 


Chi pon filenzio in Pindo al nokia roco: 

Di vuoti di ragion carmi ſonanti? _ | 
| Chi ſull are del guſto avviva il foco ; 
Dal cener freddo che premealo inan? 


Sei tu, ſaggio SarRLoGE, che pres a gioco 
Le magic' opre e i favoloſi incanti, 
Fai che a NaruxA e a VIRITA dian loco. 
L alte follie de? Paladini errauti: 25 


I 


* 
1 e 
. 
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Tu diſſipi i Danteſchi orror ſegreti, 704 
Che in Auſonia finor culto divino 


Ebber dai troppo creduli Poeti; 


- LY 


Onde il guardo volgendo al ſuol Latino _ 
Flacco e Boileau, fatti per te pid lieti 
Ecco, gridano, Italia, il tuo Longino, 


Deli Abbate Antonio Scarpelli,, 0 
_ eee en i in * 


J TIO „ 
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-_ | Imite' libremenr. 


Qui fait taire ces ſons qu'un vain delire enfante ? 
Qui rallume du gout le flambeau paliſſant ? 

C'eſt toi, SHERLOCK ; par tot la raiſon triomphante 
Voit deja parmi nous ſon culte rœmdiſſant. 


Epris du Ferrarois, ſon exemple infidele, | — 
Egaroit notre. elprit ſur ſa trace emportẽ; N 
Ton ouvrage à nos yeux offre 1 un autre modele 


Colui de la NagvnR et dela VrkIxE. 


Sas tk 


Horace ef tes Ecrits reconnoit fon bebie, | 
Deſpreaux applaudit a ton gobt ſar et fin; 
Tousdeuxontdit, . O bords de Vantique Auſonie, 


Bords Wee e t aue lu 


\ 


To this mot deer ster 
= (SHERLOCK: nes = 
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On Pindus ſummit who allays the ſtorms, 
The empty teaſoning; of melodious bards? 
Who» on the rock of taſte thus nobly warms 


"The fi frozen aſhes, wont to 0 rewards ? 
"Tis 


( 233 } ; 


»Tis thou, ſage SHERLOCK, who haſt taught our 
enen . 
Of magic * romance to ſpurn the flights, 
Triumphant long o'er NaTuRE and o'er TxuTa 


Ia the mad follies of advent'rous knights: 
Thou Dange's ſecret horrors eanſt diſperſe, : 
Crown'd i in Auſonia by the ſons of. verſe, 
Too weak and credulous, with wreaths divine: 
Whence turning to the Latian Thore, we ſee 
Horace, Boileau, made more renown'd by * 


1 A new Longinus, Traly, | is thine. 


Te Abbe Antonio Scarpelli, Ws 
Vader-keeper of the Arcadia in a Rome 


þ *. $ 


You habe 3 tleal of me 
5 my book: but allowance muſt 
be made for the vanity of an author: 
I always had ſelf- love enough, and 


ne 


much more. 
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LETTER XXI. 


DE . 13 Ronny 
7 ne Vous bah rien fi vous _"—_ Grand Homme; 
Unleſs you're great, I will forgive you nothing; 


by HAT is well ſaid, and it is a 


4 : | great. man who ſays it: But if 
you are a great man—one ought to 
bluſh at being able to diſcover an ex- 


| pletiye.1 in Corneille, or a pun in Shak- 
| *ſpeare, when both are ſurrounded by 


a: crowd of beauties: this is one of 
the ſubjects. on which: I have had o- 
caſion ta be diffatisfied with the 
French; they were always calumni- 
ating Shakſneare, and I ſhould have 
ſuffered much leſs if they had at- 
tacked myſelf. N ature never pro- 
duced a poet equal to him; Homer 


BPBF oaches the neareſt to him, but 
C 8 4 * ; IE e 
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at a great * diſtance: you ſmile; but 
a moment ago, ſay you, I condemned 
the Italians for the extravagance of 
their prejudices in favour of Dante; 
-and now I am guilty of the ſame 
crime, and from the ſame. cauſe; an 


exceſs of national ſelf-love. Idid not 
preſume to condemn Dante b on my 
own ideas: much leſs. do 1 preſume 
to exalt Shakſpeare on my on judge- 
ment: I would not admit the Italia 
as judges of Dante, nor the-Engliſh 
as judges of Shakſpeare; Il ſummon 
them both to the tribunal of Longi- 
nus, Horace, and Boileau; and I would 
have each of them hold! the Trank | 
which ſhall be granted him: by the 
ms decifion of thoſe egit "we 
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It would be wronging me to think 
that 1 would exclude a nation from 
judging of its own poets, When men 
have their taſte formed on ſure prin- 
ciples, thoſe of the ſame country are 
unqueſtionably the beſt. judges of 
their authors; but a Ruffian, well 
acquainted with the poets and cri- 
tics of Greece, Rome, and France, 
would judge with more certainty of 
the merit of Racine, than a Pariſian, 
born with equal talents, but ho 
1 not cultivated them. 

Thus it was that I reaſoned with 
i French in favour. of Shakſpeare: 
An Engliſh youth goes to fohool at 
eight years of age; he ſtays there 

till ſixteen; he then paſſes five years 
at the univerſity : during that time 
he only þ ſtydies the Greek, Latin, and 
1 2 French 


t 87 1 

French authors, and the fences; 
for an Englithman does nat make a 
ſtudy of his own language, the only 
eſſential detect in his education. At 
the age then of one- and- twenty, deeply 
reail in the ancient authors, and with | 
his taſte farrnaed on the principles af 
Horace, Longinus, and Boilean, he 
begins to read Shakſpeare; the Engliſh. 
nation is reckoned to have judgment, 
and this is their education; in two 
hundred years, there has not been a 
ngle voice in this country 'againft 
this poet: I then quoted to them this 
paſſage of Longinus, in the words of 
Boileau: © When in a great number 
* of perſons of different profeſſions 
and ages every one has been affected 
£& in the ſame manner, this uniform 
5 pinion and approbation of ſo many 

«© minds, 
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« minds, in other reſpects ſo diſcor- 
« dant; is a certain and undoubted 
< proof that there is there ſomething 
& of the marvellous and the great.“ 

All this did not convince them; 
a Frenchman does not like reaſon- 
ing; he has always anſwered me by a 
von smot. 

The enlightened Italians will own, 
Wan all the merit of Dante, that 
is poem is the worſt that there is 
in any language: when we think of 
the age in which he lived, the poet 
muſt be deemed a prodigy; when we 
read his poem at preſent; it muſt be 


conſidered as a maſs of. various kinds 
of knowledge gothickly heaped toge- 
ther, without order and without de- 
ſign. Take away from the Divine 
* five or ſix bęautiful paſſages, 

; and 


1 
* 


4 139 4 


and four or five hundred fine verſes; 
what remains is only a tiſſue of bar= 
bariſms, abſurdities, and horrors. '. 
And had not. Shakſpeare faults? 
He. had many and great ones: he 
wrote ten volumes of plays, he wrote 
for the ſtage, and he was obliged to 
flatter the taſte of his age, which 
was bad, — Therefore the merit of 
Shakſpeare and that of Dante are 
equal; they bath had fublime beau- 
ties and great faults.: There is only 
this difference, that the grand paſſages 
of the Italian poet are reducible., to 
the narration of Count Ugolino, the 
hiſtory of Franceſca di. Rimini, the 
deſcription of the arſenal: of Venice, 
and two or three more; and that 
the grand paſſages of Shakſpeare are 
ernie that in Dante we ſhall 
find, 
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find, in three pages, four beautiful 
lines; and that in Shakſpeare we 
ſhall find, in four Pages, ſix lines 


that are not beautiful. 
This poet gained by his talents 


the patronage of ſovereigns, and the 


friendſhip of - nobles; he was ccle- 
brated with emulation by all the 
poets his contemporaries and his fuc- 
ceſſors; an inconteſtable proof that a 
genius ſo rare was even ſuperior ito 
Envy. - wr; Hite © 
The beſt pieces of Shakſpeare have 
faults ; but each of his good ones 
ſeems to me to reſemble the church 
of St. Peter: this temple, the moſt 
wonderful in the world, has a thous 
Sant faults, a thouſand” bad things in 
 Kealpture, painting, &c. &c. but I 
* the man who thinks of looking 
- for 


l ran I 
for them: when a fault preſents it- 
ſelf, let bia advance a ſtep farther; 
a ſublime beauty expects him. 

Theſe ideas ſtruck me this morn- 
ing while was walking im this church: 
J went thither with a Pale, a French- 
Mah, and an Engliſhman: the Eng- 
lifhman locked for beauties; the 
Frenchman for faults; the Pole | 
looked for nothing. When we were 
at the end of the church; © Behold 
fays, the Frenchman, that Chaſity 
* of Bernini, how wretched it is! the 
© air of her head is affected, her fleſh 
is without bone, and the maltes 
« frightful faces,” © Theſe remarks 
« appear to me juſt enough,” replies 
the Engliſhman, but, look on: the 
« other ſide of the altar, you. will 
e fee one of the fineſt pieces of mot 
e dern 
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« dern ſculpture, the Juſtice of Gug3 
&« lielmo della Porta.” * You are in 
the right, ſays the Frenchman 
(without looking at it), but that 


child at the foot of the Charity diſ- 


© guits me more than its mother. 
While the Engliſhman continued to 


praiſe the Futice, and the French- 


man to criticiſe the Charity, the Pole 
looked at the door by which we 
entered, and ſaid to me, that the 
church was much longer than he 
© imagined,” . 

In paſſing under the dome, the 
boldneſs of Michael Angelo reminded 


me of the imagination of Shakſpeare; 
and the ſucceſſive impreſſions made 


on me by the Juſtice, the Charity, 


the St. Michael of Guido, the St. 


Jerom of Dominichino, and the Tran (= 
* figuration 
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figuration of Raphael, were ſimilar 
to thoſe which I have often felt in 
reading Othello, &c. The French- 
man's delicacy often degenerates into 
ſqueamiſhneſs; he is too eaſily of- 
fended; and he ſuffers more pain 


from one fault than he enjoys plea- 
ſure from ten beauties. I am the friend 


of reaſon and exactneſs as much as 


Boileau was; but 1 can pardon, ſome 
faults which are compenſated; by nu- 
merous and Tullimg'h beauties :. 


Je n ne VOUS paſe rien ſ / vous n'ttes Gant Homme, | 


is the 8 bs the King of Pruſſia 
it is alſo that of Longinus; and, leſt 
you ſhould have ns the pallage, 
take it as follows: 241 = | 
It is almoſt ampel th a TY 

« dung genius to commit faults; for 
6c 2 
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% as he ventures nothing, and never 
“ rifes, he remains in ſafety; inftead: 
« of which, the great man, of him- 
„ ſelf, and by his own greatnefs, 
« flips and is in danger. — Though I 
« have remarked many faults in 
6 Homer, and in all the moſt cele- 
drated authors, and though 1 am 
% perhaps the man ih the workd 
« whom they pleaſe the leaſt, I reckow 
that thefe are faults which they 


« did not regard, and negligences 
& which eſcaped them, becauſe their 
* genius, which only ſtudied the 


c great, could not dwell on little 
« matters. In a word, I maintain 
« that the ſublime, though it does 
not ſupport itſelf” equally through- 
« out, prevails over all the reſt; In 
« Theocritus, there is nothing but 


« what 
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tt what is happily imagined; but will 
e you” therefore ſay that Theocritus 
ce ig a greater poet than Homer, who 
* Wants order and contrivance in ſe- 
46 veral paſſages of his writings; but 
% who commits this fault unly on 
<-ac00unt of that; divine ſpirit which 
cHurries him away, and which he 
cannot regulate as he would.“ Ahl 
if Longinus had read Shakſpeare! 


This principle is in like manner 


ſupported by Horace; 
Obi plura nitent in carmine— 
As in Shakſpeare, 
Non ego pauteiſ Hendur mac; 
Ia work where many beauties iu¹t 
/ | Vill not cavil at à few miſtakes: , 1 + 
And by the bye, 5 


Di pauca nitent in carmine, 


— — 
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as in Dante, I will not- ſuffer:- Myfelf 
to be dazzled by ſome ſhreds of 
purple H zog 1017 13 Wei 33 
We) ſfſhould have little enjoyment 
in the Trontemplation of the arts or 
of nature; if we always looked for 
an exempuon from: fault. IL do met 
aſkrany indulgence fer Carlo. Maxafti; 
but woe! to the man w]-ho cannot par- 
dona defect of contouri in Rubens or 
Borregio Ini eiii eit 
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FRQM\THE Miba or TBE Ars. 

Paſſęedi theſe mountains With, young 
Frenchman, whe was paſſioately 
fond of the Italian muſic: when we 
arrived at our inn, we went to take 
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* Purpureus pannus. 


a walk 
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a Walk ori fre ſidenof a Imall lake, 
ſurrounded by a delightful wood: 
© Parblen,:{aid:'hie; -* Nature is very 
ridiculous” here.“ Ha!” replied I, 


this is ſomething new: I have often 
Heard of the capricesof nature, but 
you are the firſt who have found 
e her riditulous . Liſten? ſaid he; 
(the wood: reſounded? with tlie fong 
of nightingales, and the lake was; full 
'of: frqggs:that> were .croakang) f have 
'6yourever* heard ſueh à concert 3 
£6, /Yes;:I have heard ſome Frenchmen 
1%, And Italian wornen fingotogether?” 
Ae took;th&vjoke inogoocb part nd 
we laighed at\.the ridioulouſneſsitbf 
matie, and of the opera- ſimgers at 
Paris. [Iz elb iber 10: 141 div 
From the date iof this:[letteriyol 
expect, no doubt, ſomethitig ſublime 
5 1 L 2 aon 
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on the Alps, on Hanmbah or Livy: 
Nat a word; it is another volume 
of my letters; Which: I an- going to 
announce to you;- on the northern 
parts of Italy, which are much ne 
cultivated in every reſpect th an tlioſe 
of the ſouth, on the other German 
courts, &. t. But leſt I ſhould 
not fulfil this threat, Jet: me tell you 
at prefent, that of all the, prindes 
whom 1 have ſeen, he that pleaſes 
me the moſt is Prince * Erneſt of 
Mecklenburgh-· Strelitzi and that Venice 
ſeems tome the Athens of Italy. You 
have a find opportunityfof determiniſig 
this laſt idea ini ibe Tribnanè ati Florenoe, 
: by: comparing the; Venus of: Titian 
with that of Medicis; examine theth 
both with: attention, and you will 
Third brother co the Quern of England.) 
6 1 allow 
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allow that no impartial perſon can 
prefer the work of the Grecian artiſt 
to that of the Venetian *. If you 
wiſh to have other proofs, 3 cite the 
general turn of mind and manners 
of the inhabitants; ; and J add to the 
name of Titian thoſe of 1 N 
Maffei, and Algarotti. 2 

As to Prince Erneſt, F think him 
every thing chat can be deſired in 
a prince; ; and if you would have a 
proof of that, 80 to Zell. 


1740 


* But, it may be aſked, 3 can a * be 


wel compared with a picture, eſpecially of a 
- maſter whoſe drawing is generally thought de- 
fective, and whoſe chief excellence is his Folgen; 


ing ? and beſides, the Venn of EY 4 gr 


hend, is BN 
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#575 LETTER QNMIUA: 174 


1 * gorge 38433, G3 
Feaxey, 2 26, 1776 6 ®, 

ny < 1 21000 127 Ded 03 ii 
E Marquis d Argens; of An- 

1. } 71 10 18192 73 
n ave me a letter t6 
Du : Hf 344.2 

N. de Yoltaire, with whom he is in- 
10 T0517 1 81 40 18 

timately acquainted. Berg. one re: 


404 


commende: d by. M. FArgens is . to 


11: 11141 


— 


be well recejved at Ferne ey z, de 
5 Ve „ £ 0d 21 W 
Voltaire treated me with great ci vi- 
ni biimww why J 111Q : 


ſity; m) irt viſit laſted _two hours, 
$ © £361 7 10 1 07 
and he invited me to dinner the next 


dagen Each day, when I left him, I 


51 io STLBIq E Hi 30 NN 
Vent to an 14 where; rote down 
the Wölk eat things that he 


had ſaid to me; here they are. 


* The reader ſees the reaſon why I have not 
placed my letters in chronological order; and if 
he does not ſce it, it is no matter. 


* 

p YT . 5 

11 * 4 . p * 
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He 
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Me met meim the hall; his nepliew, 
M. d' Hornois, counſellor in the pars 
liament of Paris, heid him by the 
arri; he faid to me, with a very 
weak voice, © You ſee a very old 


& man, who makes a great effort to 


{have the :honour of ſeein g you; 
will, you take a) walk in my gar- 
«dent It Will pleaſe you, for it is 
in the Englth. taſte; it was'I.who 
D jnttoduced: that taſte irito France, 
and it is becamecumverſal;: but the 


French parody your gardens, they 


put thirty acres in three. 
! Erom His gardens you Ke the Alpe 
the. Lake; the city of Geneva, and 
ils environs, which are very pleafant. 
He:1aid; It i a- beautiful: proſpeci 
he eee theſe e bn 
welitos1t Sd: ..noufyvd s sd 105 
bloc L 4 S. How 


x ; 1 
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n 
1 
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2 40 How long is it — were 
in England? . D lO DM 
V. Fifty years at leaſt, 1 
H Nepbecp. It Was at the time 
when you printed the firſt edition of 
your Henriade. To: ip ct 
We then rated; of . 8 ad 
from that moment he forgot his age 
and infirmities, and ſpoke with the 
warmth of a man of thirty. He ſaid 
ſome ſhocking things againſt * 

and againſt ShakſpeareG. 
F. Shakſpeare is deteſtably _ 
lated by M. de la Place. He has ſub- 
ſtituted de la Place to Shakſpeare. I 
have tranſlated the three firſt adts of 
Julius Cæſar with exactneſs: a tranſ- 
lator ſhould loſe his own genius, and 
| aſſume that of his author, If the 
author be a byffoqn, the tranſlator 
* ſhould 


1 ws 7 
ſhould be ſo too: Shakfpeare always 
had a buffoon; it was the taſte of 
the age, which he Took from the 
Spaniards : tlie Spaniards W ee 
a. buffoon; fornetimes it was a god, 
ſometimes a devil; ſometimes he 
prayed, at other times he Sought, 
We talked! of Spain. | 
V. It is a country of which we 
know no more than of the moſt ſa- 
vage parts of Africa, and it is not 


worth the trouble of being khown. 


If a man would travel there, he muſt 
carry his bed, &c. When he comes 
into a town, he muſt go into one ſtreet 
to buy a bottle of wine, a piece of a 


mule in another, he finds a table in 


2 third, and ne ſups. A French no- 
bleman was paſſing through Pampe 
luna: ho! ſent out for a ſpit; there 


Was 
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ns Gr ne in the town, :and-! that: 
was2barrowad for a wedding. 
cis Næphbetv. That is a village which 
M.add Woltaire has built!!! wires 
i, Yes; we are free here; cut off 
2 little corner, atid we. are out of 


France. 1 aſked ſome privileges for 


my children here, and; the- king has 
granted me all that: I aſk © d; ab d has 8 


declared the country of Gex free from 


all- the taxts of, the farmers-generak; 
ſo that falt, Which formerly. fold for 
ten: ſols a pound, now fells: for faur. 
Lhave nothing more to e 
to Henn ont og fm of oct 5037 
MW'e went into the library. 

There are ſeverabof your coun- 
tymen (he had Shakſpeare, Milton, 
Congreve;: Rocheſter, Shafteſbu ry, B04 


lagdroke,: Robertſon, Hume, 8c.) 


Robertion 


* wy 


UL 15: 1] 
Robertſom is Four L his Charles V. 
is Written With truths Hume wrote 
hisþiftory: to be ayplauded , Rapin-to 
inſtruct; and both obtained their ends. 
21:59. : You knew lord Cheſterfield? ? 

+ Fo Nessd knew:hun ; he had a great 
deal of Wit. 46. 18918 6 V1 03 DO FR 
S. You Kno lend Hervey®2., It H 
{-» #1 have the honour to correſpond 
with him. 22010 211:t0d BYot Aue 
. He chastitalents. r 
= As much wit as Lord. Cheſtex: 
| field, and more ſolidity. + 4 
& Lord Belingbrokę and you agreed 
that we have not one good tragedy. 
u Lg Ir de; Cato is ineompar ably well 
written: Addiſon had much taſte, but 
the abyſs between.taſte, and genius is 
immenſe. Shakſpeare had an ns 


0115 "60 Ney Earl of Briſtol, | Fd 
1225 2 genius, 


„ 


2 
* 
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genius; hut mo taſte; he has ſpoiled the 
taſte of the Ratio? he has been their 
taſte for tb hundred years; and what 
is the tuſte of a nation for two hundred 
years, ill be ſo for to thouſand: this 
taſte becomes a religion; and there is 
in your country a great many e 
in regard o Shakſpeare. 

S. Were you perſonally coquaine 
with Lord Bolingbroke? 
V. Yes; his face was impoſing, and 
ſ was his: voice - in His works there 

are many leaves, and little fruit; "dif- 

wited . e * ape into- 
4 There? Lad he, & you fee the 
* Alcoran, Which is well read at leaſt:“ 
it Was marked threumghetit with bits 
bf paper: * there are Hifloric Doubrs 
* 815 Horace Walpble” (which had alſo 
1 feveral 


E 287; 1 
ſeveral marks) “ here is the portrait 
f Richard HI *; you ſee, he was a 
6c * handſome youth.” 

&. You have built a church? _ 
V. True; 75 it is the n 


117. 


+ 4 


have churches. buüt to b.. Pan, e 
St Genevieve, but not ons, to God. 


811 — Þ - 2 


This : is what, he ſaid to me; the 


M's — Yau. did nat expect any 
connection i in this dialogue, becauſe I 


that he ſaid. Ihe _— mangel 
ſome of his Phraſes; b „ but, 5 well as 


144 4% 


1 can recolled,. Lhave, giwan his own 


words. lin citiloot 8 bin! 19790 od] 


* In by röbitgisce, Fran awn 57 e and 
engraved by Grignion. Mr. W _ purchaſed 
this drawing at Vertue's ſale. Wieace it was 
taken is not known, . from ſome Painted 
window. ] 

+ The iv ſcription was, Deo erexit Voltaire. 
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HE next day, 4 as 11. dat down 
9. 4 7 2. $$: — — 
* iner, U 120 * we are 


& here 707 Tiberty 40 7 þro TOW! *. This 


* get 185 a Nit, Ee Gears 


cc his — iq un! 2 Por ein 100 1 


Een? my High ht, 41 va 12 


181 — 2120! aid ui noihονë 
ag een bien epres leg why 
he ——— ah Ac acht 


38 uA e 10 n. 
Hilfe es We mutton-aticg cing, 


(3570 > WR From doe one £152 1 
Who never ſaid a fooliſn thing, . 210% 


Ma. ME 2 Wa vi * 
ora el , 1210 nnr 70 b97.1909 
- * "in  Englith: 7 0 une bun Lid: 
+ Father Adem 4% 945 
t Lord Rocheſter on cope Charles 1 I J . oH 

e ar nougiratn 26 + 
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— 289 } 
But, ſpeaking of Racine} he / qudted 
theſe twagd vious A HH 21 


The weighty billioh 6 ot one AeAing Fre, £91108 


Drawn jx6 French wire ond 2throngh whole 


ages ſhine F, Wi 
Pag 517248] 2190 Þ 4 


S. The BASH pfüfer Görneinlè to 
Ravine. 00/75, Ino di u ach 
J. That is becauſe the bent ate 


Not fufficietitty acquilntet 23 tk the 


French tongue to feel this® kalltled of 
Racine's ſtyle, Ur t the hatnibay r 
Ierfficativr?s Cornkille bught 5 pkale 
Rem more, becauſe he is rforettiiking g 
hüt Racine Plenes the Frefich, becatife 
he has more ſoftneſs aid tndernlef8. 
S. How did you fine the' Engiih 


1 >. 89 UE DIe * 
fare Fr 7. ery 

f 4 3s "7? a 4 N. * - . 4 32 
< i 54 4 1 34 1 {+> | 08 551500 30 * 


L* 3 3 s Eſlay on . 
Vere. Engliſh Poets, vol. X. p. 215. 


[An the otiginal it is,“ Comment avez vous 


6e trouvẽ la chere Angloiſe [the Engliſh cbec h. 
T Voltaire 
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V. Very freſh and very white. 

It ſhould be remembered, that 
when he made this pun. upon wo⸗ 
men, he was in his N wer year. 

S. Their language? 754 

. Energicy,preciſe, and barbarous; 1 
tans are the only nation that pro- 
nounces their A, E. 
He. related an anecdote of wifi: 
$6 © Lady. Carteret, wife. of. the Lord 
« Lieutenant of Ireland... in in - Swift's 
Lame, iq, 19 him, The, air of this 

< country, is good.“ Swift fell down 


; on his knęęs, For God's fake, madam, 


* don't ſay o in England; they will 


* C4 wd 


ee rl CNS 
He afterwards ſaid, that « N 
40 he could not pertectly pronounce 


Viale, jocularly anſwers a8 f it were « chair, 
* fleſh,” The tranſlator bas foren to refain 
tbe pun.) 8 
5118740 40 Englith, 


* 161 J 

e Engliſh, his ear was ſenſible of the 
* harmony of their language and- of 
« their verſification; that Pope and- 
o Dryden had the moſt harmony in 
« poetry, Addiſon in proſe.” 
V. How have you found the French? 
Y F. Amiable and witty: L only find 
one fault with them; they imitate 
the Engliſh too much. 

V. How! do you think us worthy 
to be originals ourſelves? | 

S. Tes, S. 
V. So do 1 too; but it is of your 
1 that we are jealous: 

S. T have found the French more 
free than I expected. 
V. Ves, as to walking, or eating 
whatever he pleaſes, or Jong in his 
elbow-chair, a Frenchman is free 
enough; but as to taxes—Ah'! Sir, 


M you 
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you are happy, you may do any thing; 
we are born in {lavery, and we die in 
ſlavery; we cannot even die as we will, 
we muſt have a prieſt. | 

Speaking of our government, he 
ſaid, 0 the Engliſh {ell themſelves, 
co which is a proof that they are 
5 worth ſomething : we French do 
not ſell ourſelves; probably Heal 
* we are worth nothing.“ 

S. What is your opinion of the 
Eloiſe? 

V. It will not be read twenty years 
hence. 

§. mee de rEnclos bas 
written good letters. 

J. she never wrote one; they were 
by the wretched Crebillon. | 

«© The Italians,” he ſaid, were a 
% nation of brokers; that Italy was 

*an 


CI 

“ an old” wardrobe, in which there 
« were many old cloaths of exquiſite 
& taſte. We are ſtil,” ſaid he, © to 
“ know: whether the ſubjects of the 
4fpope or of the Grand Turk are 855 
4 rolf abject.“ RS 

He talked of England and of Shak? 
ſpeare; and explained to Madam Denis 
part of a ſcene in Henry V, where the 


King makes love to Queen Catherine 


in bad French, and of another in 
which that Queen takes a leſſon in 


Engliſh from her waiting- woman, and 


where there are ſeveral very groſs 
double-entendres, particularly on the 
word © foot}? and then addreſſing him- 


ſelf to me, © But ſee,” ſaid he, what - 


“ it is to be an author; he will do "ny 
thing to get money.” n 

V. When! ſee an Engliſhmen ſub- 

M 2 tle 
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tle and fond of law-ſuits, I fay, ? There 
© is a Norman, who came in with 
William the Conqueror H When E 
ſee a man goad-natured and polite, 
* that is one Who came with the Plan- 
* tagenets;? a brutal character, that 
eis a Dane; for your natiar, as well 
as your language, is a . af 
many others. 155 
After dinner, ng through a 
little parlour, - where there was a 
head of Locke, another of the Coun- 
teſs of Coventry, and ſeveral more, he 
took me by the arm, and ſtopped me 
—#* Do you know this buſt *; it is 
& the greateſt genius that ever ex- 
ee iſted: if all the geniuſes, of the 
& univerſe were aſſembled, he ſhould 
« lead the d 
on ® It was the buſt of Newton. 


It 


It was of Newton, and of his own 
works, that he always ſpoke with the 
greateſt warmth, _ 5 


LETTER XXV. 


k 


IF you have not time to read a ſhort 
detail of trifling circumſtances” re- 
lating to Voltaire, paſs this letter. 
His houſe is convenient, and well 

' furniſhed ; among other pictures is 
the portrait of the Empreſs. of Ruſſia, 
and that of the King of Pruſſia, which 
was ſent him by that monarch, as was 
alſo his own buſt in Berlin porcelain, 
with the inſcription 1IMMORTALIS. 
His arms are on his door, and on 

all his plates, which are of ſilver: at 
the deſert, the ſpoons, forks, and 
M 3 blades 
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blades of the knives, were of filver 
gilt: there. were two courſes, and five 


ſervants, three of whom were in hvery : 
no ſtrange ſervant is allowed to enter. 
He fpends his time in reading, wri- 
ting, playing at cheſs with Father 
Adam, and in looking at the work- 


men building in his village. 


The ſoul of this extraordinary man 
has been the theatre of every ambi- 
tion: he wiſhed to be a univerſal 
writer; he wiſhed to be rich; he 


wiſhed to be noble; and he has 


ſucceeded in all. 

His laſt ambition was to found a 
town; and if we examine, we ſhall 
find that all his ideas tended to this 
point. After the diſgrace of M. de 


Choiſeul, when the French miniſtry 
had laid aſide the plan of building 


a 


4 
* 


4 
. 


11 
a town at Verſoix, in order to eſtabliſh 
a manufactory there, and to under- 
mine the trade of the people of Ge- 
neva, Voltaire determined to do at 
Ferney what the French government 
had intended to do at Verſoix. 

He embraced the moment of the 
diſſentions in the republic of Geneva, 
and by fair promiſes he engaged the 
exiles to take refuge with him, and 
many of the malcontents followed 
them thither. | 5 

He cauſed the firſt houſes to be 
built, and gave them for a perpetual 
quit-rent; he then lent money, by 
way of annuities, to thoſe who would 


build themſelves; to ſome on his own 


life, to others on the joint lives of 
W and Madam Denis. 


* 4 His 


* 
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His ſole object ſeemed to me to 


have been the improvement of this 
village: that was his motive for aſking. 


an exemption from taxes; that was 


-the reaſon why he endeavoured every 


day to inveigle workmen from Geneva 
to eſtabliſh there a manufactory of 
clock-making. I do not ſay that he 
did not think of money; but I am 
convinced that it was only a ſecondary 
object. | 

On the two days I faw him, he 
wore white cloth ſhoes, white woollen 
ftockings, red breeches, with a night- 
gown and waiſtcoat of blue linen 
flowered and lined with yellow : he 
had on a grizzle wig with three ties, 
and over it a ſilk night-cap em- 
broidered with gold and ſilver. 


Twelve 


[ 169 J 


Twelve years ago he had his tomb 
built on the ſide of his church fronting 
his houſe. In the church, which is 
ſmall, there is nothing extraordinary, 
except over the altar, where there is a 
ſingle figure in gilt wood, without a 
croſs: it is ſaid to be himſelf; for 
it is pretended that he always had 
an idea of founding a religion. 


LETT EIN IN 


« OU would publiſh a book, 
1 fays La Bruyere; how many 
critics will fall upon you! You will 
be called to account for your thoughts, 
for your. phraſes, for your words. 
© This,” you will be told, “ is only 
proper for converſation; that is only 
5 s uſed 


— 2 


: \ x _— l at ST 
CE EO CE Ce OS CEE ER * — ——— Be ** 


= — y 
EI 
* 4 * — * k & I 1 IO wat AE 
F Ä IE EP nt RTE; A 
1 
\ 


ST 7 
c uſed in the florid ſtyle ; this other is 


tc trite; this laſt is not received: write 


* according to the faſhion, or do not 
« write at all.“ 

Alas! there am l already condemned; 
I know nothing of the faſhion, and I 


cannot keep from writing *. I can- 


not give an account either of my 
phraſes, or of my words g; much leſs 
of my ſoleciſms and barbariſms: Par- 
don therefore the ſtyle, dear reader, 
and recollect that in my preamble 1 


* Tantus amor ſcribendi me rapit. 
+ I except one only; if an expreſſion in my 


firſt page be criticiſed, I anſwer that I have uſed 


it in its literal ſeaſe, that I know no title ſo glo- 
rious for a man as that of good; and if the ill- 
nature and depravity of mankind have annexed 
other ideas to that word, that is not a reaſon why 
it ſhould not be uſed in its primitive ſignification. 
[The reaſon why the author has defended this 
expreſſion is, that bon homme in French has three 
ſignifications; it means @ good man, a filly good- 
natured man, and a cuckold, It is ſeldom uſed 
but ia the two latrer ſenſes. ] 8 


28 promiſed 


11 


promiſed you nothing but ſame — 
and truth. | 


- * 
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Nui ſe peint tout en beau a ces lieux 70 babite, 
Meconnoit la nature, et reve en Sybarite. 


He miſtakes nature who paints all things bright, 
And dreams like a luxurious Sybarite. 


HE philoſopher of Sn Gaal 

is in the right; and I think I 

am not miſtaken in ſaying that we 
ought to look on the fair fide as 
much as we can, becauſe it is for 
our happineſs to do fo. I wiſh that 
this ſyſtem were univerſal, and in order 
to eſtabliſh it, I would have every one 
look for the bright rather than the 
dark ſide of an object; the appoſite 
ſyſtem is that which prevails; a new 
114 . character 


An 7} 
character comes into company, a new 
book appears, nothing is ſought for 
in them but faults; and if one finds 
none, one thinks it is a proof of 
want of wit: I have always thought 
the contrary ; and I think it a more 
certain proof of wit and taſte to diſ- 
cover a ſingle beauty than to point 
out ten faults. In your travels there- 
fore look always for the beautiful; 
and when you meet a diſagreeable 
object, turn away your head: I allow 
you but one exception to this rule; 
when a beggar preſents himſelf, look 
upon him; for you can convert into 
pleaſure the pain which the fight. 
of him will give you, by 2 
his diſtreſs. 
Adieu, my deareſt friend; I have 
travelled ſeveral years; I have ſeen 
| many 


1 


many men; and the moſt valuable 
leſſon that I have learned in my travels 
is this: Different countries have dif- 
ferent taſtes, and different ways of 
thinking on various ſubjects: in one 
point they all agree, that the beſt letter 
of recommendation that a | man can 
carry, is a GOD HEART; and that 
the ſureſt method to make himſelf 
loved and reſpected every where, 
is to DO G. | 
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Lately printed for J. Nrenols. 


Britiſh Topography, or an Hiſtorical Account of what 
has been done for illuſtratin g the Topographical Antiqui-. 
ties of Great Britain and Ireland. Tn two large volumes, 
quarto. Price Two Guineas and a Half in boards. | 


A Collection of all the Wills, now known to be extant, - 
of the Kings and Queens of England, Princes and Prin- 
ceſſes of Wales, and every Branch of the Blood Royal, 
from the Reign of William the Conqueror to that. of.. 
Henry the Seventh excluſive. With explanatory Notes, 
and a Gloſſary, Price Eighteen Shillings 1 in boards, 


Medals, Coins,- Great Seals, and other Works of 
Thomas Simon; engraved and deſcribed by George. 
Vertue.' The ſecond edition, with additional plates and 


notes, and an appendix by the Wor: Quarto, Price 
one guinea in boards. 1 


The Connexion of the NED Saxon, and Engliſh 
Coins ; deducing the antiquities, cuſtoms, and manners 
of each people to modern times, particularly the origin 
of - feudal - tenures, and of' Parliaments, Illuſtrated 
throughout with critical and hiftorical remarks on vari- 
ous authors, both ſacred and prophane. By W. Clarke, 
A. M. Chancellor of the Church of nn. n 
Price one guinea in boards. | 


The Hiſtory of the Town of Thetford, in the Coun- 
ties of Norfolk and Suffolk, from the carlief accounts” 
to the preſent time. By the late Mr. Thomas Martin, of 
Palgrave, Suffolk, F. A. S. Reviſed for the Preſs by: 
Mr, Gough. Quarto. Price in boards 11. 4s. 


Mr. Pegge on the Coins of Cunobelin. 4to. Price 5. 
ſewed. 


Some Account of the Alien Priories, nd of ſuch ' 
Lands as they are known to have poſſeſſed in England 
and Wales. Two volumes, crown octavo, adorned with 
a Map of Normandy, and eight other regent Engravings. 
Price 78. jew ed. 


Four 


Nx Boo ks printed by J. Nicuous, 


Four new A of the Supplement to Swift's 
Works; with explanatory notes on all the former 
volumes, and an Index, by J. Nichols. In quarto, 
large octavo, ſmall octavo, and 18mo. — By the aſſiſtance 
of this Supplement, thoſe who are poſſeſſed of detached 
parts of Swift's valuable writings in any ſize may compleat 
their tets, as the latter volumes of every, edition may be 
had ſeparately, 


Ruſſia: Or, a Complete Riftorical Account of all the 
Nations which compoſe that Empire. Two volumes, 
octavo, price 105. 6d. in boards. 288 two e 
volumes will ſoon be publiſned. | 


Hymns to the Supreme Being: In imitation of the 
Faſtern Songs. Octavo. Price 38. od. in boards. | 


A complete and elegant Edition of the Engliſh Poets, 
in ſixty volumes, with Prefaces biographical and critical 
ta cach Author, by Samuel Johnſon, LL. D. 


'A Select Collection of Poems, with Notes Biographi- 
cal and Hiſtorical by J. Nichols. Four volumes, ſmall 
octavo, adorned with portraits by Kneller, Lely, &c, 
Price 10s. 6d. in boards.—The four concluding volumes, 
with a general Poetical Index, are in the preſs, 


. The Original Works of William King, LL. D. Ad: 
vocate of Doctors Commons, &e, with Memoirs of the 
Auther and Hiſtorical Notes by J. Nichols, in three 
volumes, octavo. Price 108. 6d. ſewed. 


The Origin of Printing, in Two Eſſays, by W. Bowyer 
end J. Nichols. Octavo. Price 3s. ſewed. 


The Hiſtory of the Royal Abbey of Bec in Nor- 
mandy, tranſlated from a French MS. preſented to Dr, 
Ducarel by Dom. Bourget, Price'zs. ſewed. 


Heylin's Help to Engliſh Hiſtory ; continued to the 
_ preſent time by Paul Wright, D. D. F.S. A. Adorned 
with ſeveral copper-plates. Price 88. ſcwed. 


Six Old Plays, on which Shakſpeare founded ſeveral 
of his Dramatic Writings. Two volumes, crown octavo, 
price 68. ſewed, 


